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Mr. DAWSON presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Georgia in favor of the doctrines 
y neutrality and non-intervention; which were 
“ead and ontered to be printed. — 
VADE presented resolutions of the Legis- 
Ohio, in favor of the construction of a 
| around the Falls of the Ohio; which 


read 
Mr. W 

jature of 

new cana 






SUBLISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY 


' 


ere referred to the Committee on Roadgand Ca- | 
- 


als, and ordered to be printed. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Sennen 
relating to the claim of Anthony Rankin, be referred to the 
committee of Claims. ; 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of James McGregor, junior, 


administrator of Wally & Donaldson, and the memorial of 
Joun powell, assignee of Thomas Poweli, presented the 


ytb of February last, be referred to the select committee on | 


the subject of claims against Mexico. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the memo- 
nal of citizens of New York in behalf of Daniel Doland. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
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this body; but I do not think we can émploy our- 
selves better in facilitating business hereafter, than 
by adjourning over for a day, as proposed by the 
Senator from New York. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I concur with the views 


submitted by the honorable Senator from lowa. 


| There are other interests that want special protec- 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- | 


dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 


of the legal representatives of Joshua Kennedy, | 


deceased, submitted a report, accompanied by a | 


ill for their relief; which was read and passed to 
the second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to which was referred resolutions passed | 


ata meeting of citizens of Wayne county, Indiana, 
relating to a division of certaim Indian territory, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof, and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


They were so referred. | 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- | 


merce, to which was referred documents presented 


on the 20th ultimo, relating to the treatment of | 


passengers in steam vessels going to and from 


California, and a communication of citizens of | 


Brunswick, Maine, on the same subject, asked to 
discharged from the further consideration there- 
if; which was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. MALLORY gave notice of his intention to 


ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the Post- | 


master General to convey the mails in steamers 
between New Orleans and Key West, and certain 
intermediate points. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of his inten- | 


tion to ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company. 


GOVERNOR AND JUDGES OF OREGON. 

Mr. ATCHISON submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
0 inquire into the expediency of so amending an act to 
establish the territorial government of Oregon , as to author- 
ize the legally qualified voters of said Territory to elect 
their Governor and judges. 

THE STEAMSHIP BALTIC. 
Mr. SEWARD. I desire to submit the motion 


| this way, and under these circumstances, 





| by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 


uon. I understand that this vessel comes here for 
the purpose of making an exhibition and of giving 
an entertainment, for (he purpose of getting money 
from the Treasury. They say they cannot com- 
pete with Britush vessels. Why, sir, that is just 
what the iron interests have been long saying im 
Pennsylvania; and it is just what the mem who 
have been engaged in making cotton goods say; 
and yet, unless they can come here and give an 
exhibition of their goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, for the purpose of getting special legislation, 
they receive no attention. | think the Senate 
ought not to spend its time in visiting a ship In 
I think 
thg Senate might spend its time more profitably in 
looking to other interests which are waiting to ob- 
tain its attention, 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator certainly has for- 
gotten the exhibitions of the iron interests we have 
heretofore had in thiscity. Their committees have 
kept open houses here for years past, for the pur- 
ose Of getting special legislation for their benefit. 
They have had free access to our committee rooms; 
and aided materially in preparing the tariff of ’42. 
Persons representing the cotton and iron interests 
have controlled the legislation of this country here- 
tofore. in regard to this matter, it is binding on 
no member to vote an appropriation increasing the 
compensation for carrying the mails in these ves- 
sels merely because he looks at and examines them. 
No one is pledged by doing so. The exhibition 
is given for no such purpose as has been intimated 
So far as the 
cotton and the iron interests are concerned, | hope 
they have had their day, and that they will not be 
permitted to control our legislation or our acts 
hereafter, as the Senator seems so earnestly to 
desire. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 


1 do not represent any 


| particular interest, but I think that all ought to 


that when the Senate adjourns to-day, it adjourn to | 


meet on Wednesday. 


he ground of the motion | 


is, that a steam-ship, which is very interesting in | 


ls connection with the commerce of the country 
and with questions which are before Congress, is 
in Our port, and that Congress have been invited, 
| understand, to visit it to-morrow. I believe the 
‘une would be well spent, under these circumstan- 
ces, and I submit the motion. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I trust that that mo- 
ton will not prevail. I think the business of the 


nate is so much in arrear, that the Senate ought | 


hot now to adopt the proposition. 
not be adopted. 


Mr.GWIN. -Like my friend from Iowa, I am 
generally very much opposed to these adjourn- 


ments. But [ hope the Senate will adjourn over | 


for the purpose of examining the fine steam-ship 
how in our waters, but which will leave here the 
day after to-morrow. 1 am as much interested in 


constant sessions of the Senate as any member of 


42 


I hope it will || n 
| that we should turn our face from such proposi- 


; 
' 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


have the same chance. The iron men of Pennsyl- 
vania cannot bring their iron establishments here. 

Mr.GWIN. They can bring their men here, 
and that amounts to the same thing. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If they do come, I have 
not seen them. It would be difficult for them to 
get their furnaces here. I do not pretend to say 
they ought to have any particular legislation for 
their benefit, but | do say that-this is not a proper 
mode of obtaining legislation. 

Mr. BORLAND. It seems to me that this 
proposition, and the remarks it has called forth, 
present rather a strange state of things before the 
Senate and the country. It seems to me to have 
brought forth the statement—l presume, of course, 
based upon facts—that the legislation of this coun- 
try for years past has been sought to be controlled, 
and to some extent has been controlled, by exhi- 
bitions, such as is now making in the immediate 
neighborhood of this city—that great money-in- 
tereSts have come, with their agents and their 
exhibitions, and by their out-door pressure made 
themselves felt in the legislation of Congress. 
And during the short term of service I have had 


| the honor of being here, this out-door pressure 
| has been brought to bear upon as humble an indi- 


vidual as myself, to induce legislation and extract 
money from the public Treasury, which has, it is 
evident, gone into the hands of individual specu- 
lators and large capitalists. The honor as well as 


| turing interest; and that of all others, the m« 


the interest of this serene: and especially the , 


honor of the Senate of the United States, require 
tions—turn away with scorn and contempt from 
all such exhibitions—repudiate the use of such 
influences for electioneering, lobbying, and log- 
rolling here, for the purpose of controlling and 
influencing the votes of members of Congress. I[ 
am an humble member of this body—the hum- 
blest on this floor in all respects; but I feel bound 
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| to say of this proposition, coming from capitalist 3 


in any quarter of the country, that I consider it a 
direct insult to any one having the honorable in- 
pulses of a man anda patriot in his bosom. 

Mr.SEWARD.. Mr. President, it 
for every Senator to determine for himself what 
susceptibility he has to improper influences; 
it is not for one Senator to determine for 
Now, | have no doubt that the honorable 
from Arkansas, and that every Senator here, is 
capable of examining the steamship Baltic, and 
even of receiving hospitalities on board of her, it 
such are proffered, without at all compromittip 
in his own mind, the feelings which he thinks 
ought to govern him in regard to a jpropriatons 
from the public Treasury. Such & thought never 
occurred to me. I have no opinion made wy 
regard to any claim upon Congress in regard 
appropriations for this, or any other line of steam 
ers; but | am willing to be informed; | am willi: 
to learn; and I do admit this fact in regard to this 
question, (if it be proper to go into the merits of 
a question before Copgress on such a motion as 
this,) that the country has a right, at a crisis of 
deep and exciting interest in regard to the com 
merce of the country, to demand that we should 
determine the question whether we shall secure 
the commercial ascendency of the world, o 
sufler it to pass from our grasp. The question js 
one in which the nation has a deep interest. | 
am desirous, for one, that those who have called 
our attention to this subject shall receive every 
proper consideration, and that they should hav: 
an opportunity of presenting their elaims in 
most favorable manner possible. 

So far as the argument of my honorable friend 
from Pennsylvania is concerned, I can say to him 
that | have no such preference for one interes! 
over another as would sway my judgment in favor 
of a commercial to the prejudice of a maniifae- 


IS Of course 


bul 
others 
senatoi 


shall 


tne 


usure 


which I should support with the utmost cordiality 


| would be a measure for the protection and reliet 


of the iron manufactures. If it be not possible 
for the manufactories and furnaces to be removed 
here, and have Congress visit them here, it would 
give me great pleasure to go with hinrto examine 
the condition of those manufactories in his State, 
as it has always given me great pleasure to se¢ 
such manufactories flourishing in wn. If 
hope the motion will prevail. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. Pre: ident, [ do not pro 
pose to touch the question whether or not the 
owners of this line of steam-ships should receive the 
additional compensation which they claim, Butit 
seems to me that there is an unnecessary eXxcile- 
ment in regard to this matter, both on the part of 
my friend from Arkansas, and my friend from 
Pennsylvania. l do not see why they should 
manifest such excitement in regard to the proposi 
tion to give Senators an opportunity to inspect 
this vessel. It is simply a proposition to allow us 
to look atan exhibition of American skill, and 
that relating to a question in which the maritime 
superiority of this country or of her great rival is 
concerned. Is there anything improper in th 
owners of these vessels exhibiting one of their line, 
when they have before Congress a petition for in 
creased compensation, grounded on the fact, as 
they state in their: memorial, that, with a view to 
maintain the superiority of American skill m refer 
ence to steamers upon the ocean, they have gone 
beyond the extent of their contract with the De- 
partment, and have constructed, regardless of 


mv «0 


| expense, vessels which have been unrivaled, both 


as regards their speed, and their comfort and mag- 
nifieence in every respect. Now, if they send 
here one of their vessels, in order that we may 
inspect her, and see if there isno delusion in refer- 
ence to their representations, by evidence which 
no man can resist, is there anything improper in 
that, as an argument addressed to the intelligence 
of Congress? Is there anything which appeals to 
an improper sentiment, or an improper motive on 
the part of Senators, for the purpose of determin- 
ing whether the compensation asked for should be 
made? The compensation is asked to be made on 


















































































































eee 
the ground of extraordinary expense; because the 1 
parties embarked in the contract, regardless of ex- || 
pense, to maintain the honor of the country and 
the supremacy of the seas sought to be wrested 
from Great Britain, and that in reference to a rival 
line which had anteriorly commanded almost the | 
entire postage between the United States and Great | 
Britain. ‘The question is of greatimportance. Is | 


not the argument a fair one, by which they offer || 


to exhibit to you the vessel, by which you may 
judge with your own eyes whether it comes up to 
the representations they have made upon paper? 
Does that appeal to any unworthy motive on the 
part of the Senate? I trust that 
this body—(and before I leave it, I hope the Senate 
will be convinced of it)—as sahesatll j 
influence connected with capital, either directly or 
indirectly, as any manon this floor. But it seems 
to me that the present ae involves no in- | 
fluence of the kind. It is perfectly fair on the 
art of the owners. It requires no excitement. 
ht connects itse}f in no way, that I can see, with 
the iron interest, or any other interest; but it is 
proposing to give us specific information about a 
subject on which we are called upon to legislate. 


As to the propriety of acceding to the request of || 


the parties as contained in their memorial, | say | 
nothing. It is a matter of entire indifference to me 
whether I now test the truth of the matter stated | 
in their memorial, or not, because it has been my 
fortune to have crossed the Atlantic twice in these 
steamers; therefore it is not now for the purpose 
ef allowing myself an opportunity to inspect them 
that I vote for this motion. 

Mr. BORLAND. The honorable Senator from 


Delaware mistook the view which I took of this || she is, in all respects, competent for this purpose. 


matter. It was not that I have any objection to | 
these steamers coming here. Certainly, on the 
floor of the Senate I should never have an objec- 
tion to any gentlemen, or any company, who 
have invested their money in any branch of in- 
dustry whatever coming here and exhibiting their | 
goods or their enterprise to the public; but the 
objection which I make is, that this proposition 


comes before the Senate of the United States, and |! 


involves its official action. Now, if gentlemen 
wish to go as individuals, or as Senators, to en- 
lighten their own judgment by examining this 
ship, surely there is plenty of time during the 
twenty-four hours in which they can do so, with- 


we know is now demanded by the press of busi- 
ness of the country, and of private individuals 
having just claims upon the Government. Busi- 
ness is pressing us, and we are not able to do it 
promptly. If the purpose is to gain information, | 
which it is said is so desirable to enable us to 
legislate with a proper understanding of the merits 
of the case, would it not be an appropriate plan to 
bring forward a resolution to appoint a committee 
of the Senate to go and make an examination in a 
manner which would be entirely satisfactory? If 
that were the object of the proposition, this would 
seem to me to be an appropriate plan. But what 
is the proposition? We have all received invita- | 
tions to go on board this steamer. Is it for the | 
surpose of having members of Congress go to 
look at the matter in a scientific point of view, or 
for the purpose of enabling us to legislate under- 
standingly? No sir; there is to be an entertain- 
ment, to which ladies and gentlemen are invited; 
and if we go on board the vessel under such cir- | 
cumstances, shall we belikelyto get the information 
which is desired? Certainly not. Ifitis necessary 
for us to get this information to enable us to legislate 
properly, let a proposition be made that a com- 
mittee of the Senate be appointed to get the an of 
competent engineers and scientific men, and go | 
and examine into the questions involved in our 
official action here. I should have no objection 
to such a proposition. But the present proposi- 
tion to adjourn the Senate, neglect the public busi- 
ness that is pressing upon us, and requiring more 
of our time than we are now able to give to it, for 
the purpose of engaging in a festival, and thus 
bring us within the attempt, and make us recog- 
nize the attempt to influence our action and control 
us here by this out-side, out-door influence, I can 
understand in no other way than that these per- 
sons are acting upon a saying we sometimes hear 
throughout the country—a proposition which is an 
insult in itself—that the nearest way to.the hearts 


and understanding of Senators is down their 
throats. 


| this body? 


| one or two words. 


Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, the ques- 


tion is, whether the Senate shall adjourn till Wed- 
nesday; and the object of the adjournment is to 


| afford Senators an opportunity to visit the steam- 
| ship Baltic. 


Is the object, as stated here, of suf- 
ficient importance to occasion the adjournment of 
If it be so, I should like to hear it 
stated. There isa very singular coincidence here. 
There is an application pending from the proprie- 


| tors of this line for an increase of their compensa- 


tion of some sixty percent. They ask to have it 


| increased from $385,000 to $600,000. While that 
| application is pending before the navaleommittee, 
shall stand in || we find this steamer im our waters, and an invita- 
| tion on the table of Senators to go on board of 
able by any || 


her. 

But it is sought to justify this adjournment, on 
the ground that it will afford Senators an opportu- 
nity of examining the ship and testing the fact, 


| whether she be or be not fit to carry the mail on 
| her voyages. 


This is, indeed, a very singular at- 
tempt. Does the Senate suppose, for a single 
moment, thatits members would be, are capable of 
such an examination on this visit of ceremony 

Such an examination would require an inspec- 
tion of the minutest details, to be carried on for 
weeks—requiring an investigation of every part 
of the ship. Is the Senate informed that we have 
officers paid and stationed in the city of New 
York, who have examined this very vessel, and 
that they have given her a certificate? ‘The very 


| fact that she has a certificate, and that sheis here, 


is prima facie evidence that she is fit to perform 
that service. If she is not competent, she ought 
not to be hereat all. We take it for granted that 


Now, this singular coincidence occurring, of 
this vessel being in our waters at this moment, 


| when the application of the proprietors is before 


the Senate for an increased compensation, though 
the youngest member of this body, it would cause 
me at once to examine the estimates put forth on 
which increased compensation is based; and, if I 
had wo other objection, I should vote against it 
now on that account. If there be Senators who 
desire to institute a personal examination into the 
fitness and speed of this vessel, 1 hope they will 


|| take the opportunity; but I do not see any neces- 
| sity for compelling other Senators, who have no 


| such desire, and feel a perfect incompetency to 
out trenching on the time of the Senate, which || 


make such an examination, to go on board of her. 
I hope they will not compel others who are dis- 
posed to sit here and perform their duties to thei 
constituents, to adjourn. Let those go on board 
who desire to do so, without an adjournment. I 
have no desire to go. I have no doubt that a per- 
fect scientific examination and report of this vessel 
is now in the Navy Department, where, if any 
Senator wishes to see it, he ean do so. 

Mr. BORLAND called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr.RUSK. Mr. President, I desire to say but 
I shall vote against this ad- 
journment over; and | think it is unfortunate for 
the steam-ship and also for the deliberations of the 
Senate, that any such motion has been made. I 
have had occasion to examine this contract which 
has been“*made for these ships, and the manner in 
which the contractors have cemplied with their 
contract, and I feel sure that they have so complied 
with it as to do credit both to themselves and to 
the country. I have examined the application 
which is before Congress for additional remunera- 
tion to them, and [ think it is an entirely reason- 
able one, and such a one as I am prepared to vote 
for. Ido not see that it is going to benefit either 


the country or the proprietors themselves to bring 


up and discuss in the abstract, questions which rt 
would take time to investigate; I shall, therefore, 
vote against this adjournment over. If I were a 
judge of steam-ships and desired to see this one, I 
would go and do so without neglecting my duties 
here. I do not, however, desire to doso. But 
at the same time, that my vote may not be mis- 
construed, I will state that | have fully investigated 


the matter, and think this contract has been com- | 


plied with creditably on the part of the contractors 
and creditably to the country; and I think the 
Congress of the United States will find it to be 
their own interest and the interest of the nation to 
sustain this line, which I trust they will do, and 
not come to any determination of it in passion or 
prejudice arising from a supposed attempt at elec- 
tioneering, but look at the question as affecting 
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| Senators should have an opportunity of 


|nute examination. But I presume one » 


| though nota painter; one may judge of 


| it should be sustained by additional compen 





| been ag into this debate. 


| opinion on it. 





Mareh }, 


the commerce and the mail service of the e¢ 
coun. 


try. 

Mtr. BAYARD. If I thought the effec 
journing over to-morrow would be to re 
business of the Senate, I should vote 
proposition; but I do not think that wil] be th 
fect of it. The proposition meets my C 
tion, not because I desire to see this y 
because I thought it would be proper t 


t of ad. 
lard the 
ALAINSt the 
ef. 
appre ba- 
essel, | 
hat ot} 


~ ; a 5 
The Senator from Florida objected to this pro 


sition, on the ground that an 
could not be formed of such a 


ut 
ler 
80, 


DO- 


accurate judgment 
ship without & mi- 
Tay be 
agnificence 


é a building. 
though he be not an architect Sol think tha, 


one may form some judgment of these vessels with- 
out going into a thorough investigation of eters 
part. My own opinion is, that the eXaminati: ; 
of such a ship would make an impression oy the 
minds of others such as it made on my own—it 
would arouse a vast deal of national pride, a no. 


tional feeling in favor of this line of steamers, {; 


able to jhdge of a picture and its m 


| the line cannot be sustained without additiona) 
| compensation—and I know nothing of the facts of 


the case—the interests of the country require tha 
iat 


Sa- 


tion. 

Though I support the motion, and desire tha: 
Senators shall see this noble vessel, yet, if it he 
true that the effect of an adjournment over would 
be to retard the public business, I should vote 
against it. But the public business, it seems to 
me, is not altogether performed in this Hall, | 


| suppose that much of the real labor of the Senate 


is done in the eemmittee-rooms; and those hon- 


| orable and learned Senators, who are so exceed. 


ingly fearful lest a single day should bt lost to the 
public business, and that to-morrow will be wasted 


| 1f we adjourn over for the purpose of viewing this 


specimen of naval architecture, can very well oc- 
cupy their time to-morrow in the committee-rooms, 
with equal benefit to the country as if the Senate 
were in session. 

When we have devoted day after day to the 
discussion of resolutions on the compromise, on 
subjects of legislation which have been passed and 
gone by long ago, in which the feelings and inter- 
ests of the country would lead to no further agi- 
tation, on which the minds of the people are 


| made up, and on which the speeches that have 


been made have been filled-with crimination and 
recrimination without reference to any public in- 
terest whatever, it is somewhat late in the day, 


| when a proposition of this kind is made, to talk of 


the waste of public time. 
Mr. DOWNS. As the yeas and nays have 
been ordered, I wish to explain very briefly that! 


| shall vote against this motion very much on ac- 
| count of the considerations suggested by the Sen- 


ator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx.} I think there is 
entirely too much importance attached to the prop- 
osition, I see no objection to a Senator going to 
visit this steamship if he desires to do so; and, 
on the other hand, I see no necessity for an ad- 
journment for that purpose. While, therefore, | 
shall vote against the motion to adjourn over, | 
shall express no opinion on the subject which has 
Unlike the Sena- 
tor from Texas, I have not examined the subject, 
and have not formed any opinion whether I shall 
or shall not vote in favor of additional grants to 
this-line of steam-ships,and I therefore express 0 
As I am always opposed to unne- 
cessarily wasting the time of the Senate, and as! 
think there is no necessity for an adjournment over, 
I shall vote against the proposition, holding my- 


| self, however, at liberty (as I suppose every Sen- 
ator does) to vote just as [ please on the question 
| of granting additional compensation to these per- 


sons. 


Mr. BORLAND. I desire to say that my re 


| marks were not based at all on the merits of the 


question whether we should or should not grant an 
additional appropriation to the company owning 


| these steam-ships. Whether the grant asked of 


Congress is proper or not, whether | shall vole 
for it or not, has nothing to do with the views I 
express with regard to the proposition to adjourn 
over, in order to engage in a jollification on board 
the Baltic. Whether the grant asked for is re 


| sonable or unreasonable, proper or improper, 


object to the means brought to bear for the pur- 
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vaining favor for it, and commending it to 
deration of Congress, 


pose of - 
the const 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


| 


Mr. BRODHEA D. Those are my sentiments | 


exactly. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. If it bein order to move | 


an amendment to the proposition of the Senator 
from New York, I move to amend so that it shall 
read, that when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to 
meet to-morrow at ten o clock, and that the Sen- 
ate will to-morrow adjourn at three o clock. That 
will give those who desire to examine this vessel 
an opportunity of doing so to-morrow afternoon. 
By pursuing this course, we can do business for 
five hours, instead of three hours as usual. 

Mr. BAYARD. I object to that, because it 
will interfere with the Committee of Claims, which 
meets at ten o’clock to-morrow. I have no inten- 
tion of going to see this vessel; and if the Senate 


adjourns over, I expect to be engaged all day to- 


morrow In attending to the business of the com- 
mittee to which Lam attached. I shall vote against 
the amendment, and in favor of the original prop- 
osition. : : 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MANGUM. If gentlemen were so very 
anxious to get forward with business, they would 
lose less time in debating unimportant questions. 
[ shall vote for this motion on no ground con- 
nected with thé interests of these parties, with no 
reference to the question whether or not additional 
compensation should be paid to them. I have not 
examined that question, and know nothing about 
it. I vote for the motion because | understand 
that this steamship is one of the most perfect 
models in the world of a sea-going vessel. It is 
one of the swiftest vessels in the world, and I 
should feel proud to examine it as an American 
roduction, as, if I had lived in the vicinity in the 
days of the great *‘ Eclipse,’’ I should have felt 
pride in mounting him. I shall vote for this mo- 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I desire to address the 
Senate on the subject. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then I hope the Sena- 
tor will not proceed to-day, but defer his remarks 
until the Senate meet again. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Warch 1, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. Mr. Morgan. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
Mr. FITCH obtained the floor. 


Mr. PHELPS. 
On 


Prayer 


I rise to a privileged question. 
reek before last the bill for the relief of Colonel! 


| D. D. Mitchell was pending in the House, and a 


motion was made and carried that it be committed 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. On the day of the adoption of the motion 
of reference, Ll entered a proposition to reconsider 
the vote making that reference; and I now rise to 
call up that question. If objection be made | shall 
move to suspend the rules, for the purpose of en- 


| abling me to do it. 


tion also, on the ground that if we were to sit here | 


to-morrow there would scarcely be a quorum pres- 
ent: and if we were to meet at ten o’clock and sit 
until three witha bare quorum, the Treasury would 
be exhausted by useless debate. 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 
yeas 21, nays 19—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Bell, Bradbury, Clarke, 
Dawson, Fish, Foot, Gwin, Hamlin, Jones, of Tennessee, 
McRae, Mangum, Miller, Norris, Seward, Smith, Spruance, 
Sumner, Underwood, and Upham—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Borland, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, Chase, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Downs, Felch, Hun- 
ter, Jones of Lowa, Mallory, Morton, Pratt, Rhett, Rusk, 
Wade, and Walker—19. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I will beg leave to suggest 
to the gentleman, if he has the floor, that he had 
better move to suspend the rules, for the purpose 
ef moving to discharge the committee from its 


consideration, and let us act upon the bill at once. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides against 
the proposition of the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. FITCH. He cannot deprive me of the 
floor for the purpose of making any motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
gentleman from Missouri, in the first place, could 
not deprive the gentleman from Indiana of the 
floor to submit his motion to reconsider, even if it 
were proper to reconsider to-day the vote to which 
he refers, which the Chair doubts very much. 


Indeed, he is of the opinion that it is not a privi- | 


leged questton of a character which would set aside 


| the business appropriated to Monday, by express 


rule of the House. It could be in order as a privi- 


| leged question only on those days on which by the 


| rules there is a morning hour. 


At all events, the 
gentleman from Missouri cannot deprive the gen- 


| tleman from Indiana [Mr. Fircu] of the privilege 


the special order, namely; the bill granting the | 


right of way and making a grant of land to the 
State of Iowa, in aid of the construction of cer- 
tain railroads in said State. 

*The pending question is on the amendment of 
Mr. Unperwoop. 

Mr. DAWSON addressed the Senate in oppo- 
sition to the passage of the bill. He renewed 
arguments made by him on former occasions 
against the passage of similar bills, and urged ad- 
ditional and particular reasons why this bill should 
not become a law. 

[See Appendix for Mr. D’s speech. ] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hope the question will 
not be taken now. I think it would be better that 
itshould not now be taken. The truth is, that if 
you force me to vote at this time, I do not know 
ut that I shall have to cotradict myself. I stated 
the other day that if my amendment was not ac- 
ceptable to the Senate, I should still vote for the 
bill. { told the worthy chairman of tbe Commit- 
tee on Public Lands this morning, that I doubted 
very much whether I ought to do so. And under 
the feelings which have been inspired by the speech 
of my friend from Georgia, I really feel almost 

isposed to retract my former assertion, that I in- 
tended to vote for the bill in any event. I feel a 
sense of the injustice which has been practiced 
towards the old States to such an extent, that | 
0 not know whether, if something like justice is 
not done to my own State, I can vote for the bill. 
therefore hope that the question ‘will not be 
pressed at this late period of the day, but that it 
may lie over in order that we may ail think about 
it, and that, as the speaking is pretty well over, 
when we meet again we may be prepared to take 
up the bill and vote upon it. 
te necessity for acting on the bill now. 


of submitting his motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, as he is one of the members 
of the committee which has instructed me on all 
occasions to urge upon the House the necessity of 
taking up the bill from the Senate for the appoimt- 
ment of a Superintendent of Indian affairs for Cali- 
fornia, to yield me the short space of time it will 
require to consider that bill. It is a matter of 


| urgent public necessity. 


Mr. FITCH. 1 would yield with pleasure for 


| the introduction of the bill, but | know that will 


There is no imme- | 


meet with opposition, and lead to debate. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will say that that bill will 
live ordieat once. I shall unquestionably, onthe 
rules being suspended, be entitled to the floor, and 


| it is my intention to move the previous question. 


Mr. FITCH. My knowledge of the rules is 


| not great, and if I yield the floor now | may lose 


it altogether. I beg my friend will excuse me. 
THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 
Mr. FITCH. I submit the following resolu- 
tion; I cannot from its purport hope to secura 
universal consent, and therefore move the suspen- 


| sion of the rules for the purpose of its introduc- 


tion. 


The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved, That we recognize the binding efficacy of the 
compromises of the Constitution, and believe it to be the in 
tention of the people generally, as we hereby declare it to be 
ours individually, to abide such compromises, and to sus- 
tain the laws necessary to carry them out—the provision 
for the delivery of fugitive slaves included—and that we 


deprecate all further agitation of questions growing out of 


that provision, of the questions embraced in the acts of the 
last Congress known as the Compromise, and of questions 


|} generally connected with the institution of slavery as un- 





j 


| necessary, useless, and dangerous. 


Mr. GOODENOW demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. [ want to know whether 
the Mormon church is included in the resolution 
as one of the measures of compromise ? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Would it 
be in order to ask the gentleman two modify the 


| resolution so that it would say, *‘ we deprecate all || 
\| further agitation,’’ except this. [LLaughter.] 


L GLOBE. 


] stand, to attend to some urgent business. 
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Mr. STANLY moved a call of the House: 
which motion was agreed to. 

The roll was called, and the following gentle- 
men answered to their names: 


Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Allison, An 
drews, John Appleton, William Appleton, Ashe, Averett, 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Bartlett, 
Beale, Bell, Bennett, Bissell, Bowne, J. H. Boyd, Breck 
enridge, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Browm Bur 
rows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph Cable, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chand 
ler, Chapman, Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Clineman, 
Cobb, Conger, Curtis, Daniel, G. T. Davia, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Disney, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, 
Eastman, Edgerton, Edmundson, Evans, Ewing, Faulkner, 
Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Fowler, Freeman, Henry M. Ful 
ler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, G ylord, Gentry, Gid 
dings, Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Grey, Grow, Hall, Ham 





mnble, Ga 


mond, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, 
Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard. Hendricks, Henn, Hib 
bard, Horsford, Howard, John W. Howe. Thomas ¥Y. How, 
Ingersoll, [ves, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James 
Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johansen, Daniel T. 
Janes, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, George G. King, 
Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Leteher, Lockhart, 


Mace, Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, MelLanahan, MeMal 
lin, McNair, MeQueen, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Mateny 
Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Mur 
phy, Murray, Nabers, Newton, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Andrew 


’ 


Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peask Penn, Penniman, 
Perkins, Phelps, Polk, Porter, Powell, Price, Rantoul, 
Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Ress, Sackett, Sav 


age, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, David L. 
Seymour, Oren 3S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Smith, 
Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stone, St. Martin, Stratton, , Stuart, Suth 
erland, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, George W. Thomp 
son, Thurston, Townshend, Venable, Walbridge, Wallace, 
Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Weleh, Wells, Addison 
White, Alexander White, Wilcox, Wildrick, Williams, 
Woodward, and Yates. 


Strother 


The following gentlemen were reported as ab- 
sent, Viz: 


Messrs. Charles Allen, Babcock, Bibighaus, Bocock, 
Bowie, Bragg, George H. Brown, Buell, Burt, Caldwell, 
Cleveland, Coleock, Cottman, Cullem, Darby, Dimmick, 


Dunham, Floyd, Gilmore, Goodrich, Hamilton, Hillyer, 
Holladay, Houston, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Mann, 
Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, Millson, 
Miner, Robinson, Russell, Scudder, Scurry, Abraham P. 
Stevens, Sweetser, Toombs, Tuck, and Walsh. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I move that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call of the House be dispensed 
with. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded tell- 
ers; which were ordered; and Messrs. Stepuens 
and Bay ty, of Virginia, were appointed. 

The question was then put, and the motion was 
disagreed to—the tellers havin 
noes 8&5. 

The SPEAKER. The officers will cause the 
doors of the Hall te be closed. 

The names of the absentees will now be called 
over, and excuses may be rendered, if any, for the 
absentees. 

The Clerk read the names of the 
the order in which they are inserte 

Mr. Cuarvres ALLen. 

Mr. FOWLER, 1 


excused. 


ere ported ayes 61, 


absentees in 
d above. 


that Mr. Atten be 
He is very sick, confined to his bed 
under the physician’s care, and cannot be out. 

The question being put, Mr. ALLen was ex- 
cused. 

Mr. Tuomas M. Biniecnacs. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Mr. Bintcuaus has left the 
District, and gone home sick, for medical, treat- 
ment. 1 move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Leanper Bascock. 

Mr. Ricuarp |. Bowie. 

Mr. Tuomas 8S. Bocock. 

Mr. MEADE, Mr. 
urgent business. 

A Memper. The gentleman was not heard in 
this part of the Hall. 

Mr. MEADE. Mr. Bocock has gone home. 
He had been unwell for several days previous to 
his leaving Washington. It was not ow that ac- 
count that he has gone home, but, as 1 under- 
I mov 


move 


No excuse o Tere d. 
No excuse offered. 


Bocock went home on 


that he be excused. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
the city. ‘That is sufficient. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Bocock was 
excused, 

Mr. Jonw Braae. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. Mr. Brace has 
gone home in consequence of sickness in his fam- 
ily. I move, therefore, that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Georce H. Brown. 

Mr. PRICE. My colleague, Mr. Baowyx, has 


He is out of 
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zone home on account of imperative business. I 
move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALexanver H. Bue. 

Mr. KING, of New York. Mr. Bue su is ab- 
sent from the city on account of imperative busi- 
I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON . Itis very apparent that 
nothing will be accomplished. I move, therefore, 
that all further proceedings under the call be dis- 
pensed with, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I do not see 
that it has become so very apparent. All these 
gentlemen, who have been excused, cannot possi- 
bly attend. It may be that there are other gentle- 
men, outside of this Hall, who can attend, and we 
want them. I insist upon the call. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do notcare about the 
motion. . 

Mr. Armistreap Burr. 

Mr. ORR. My colleacue, Mr. Burr, has been 
absent irom the city two months. He is confined 
at his home by indisposition, and | move, there- 
fore, that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Josepn# P. Catpwe tu. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. Mr. Catpweut has left 
the city on account of the situation of his family 
at home. If move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Cuauncey F. CLevevanp. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Mr. Cievecanp is con- 
fined to his room by sickness. 1 move, therefore, 
be excused. 

The motion was agreed to 

Mr. ASHE. Is itin order to move that all the 
absent members be excused. 

The SPEAKER. ‘he regular order is, that 
excuses be offered as the names are called. 

Mr. Witatam FEF. Corcock. 

Mr. MeQUEEN. Mr. Corcock has returned 
home on account of thesickness of his family. 1 
move that he be excused, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Josern S. Corrman. 

Mr. Wititam Cuiiom. 

Mr.GENTRY. Mr. Cuttom has been con- 
fined to his room by indisposition for several 
weeks. He is unable to attend. ‘I move that he 
be excused, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Joun F.. Darsy. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 move that Mr. Darsy be 
excused. His condition—his serious indisposi- 
tion—is known to every member of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Mitow M. Dimniex. 

Mr. McNAIR. Mr. Dinick has been absent 
for some two or three weeks, and went home on 
account of unavoidable business. I move that he 
be excused, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Crrus L. Dunnam. 

Mr.Joun G. Froyp. 

Mr. MURRAY. My colleague, Mr. Fioyp, 
has gone home on account of sickness in his fam- 
ily. «I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Atrrep Gumore. No excuse offered. 

Mr. Joun Z. Goopricu. 

Mr. CHAPMAN. I move that Mr. Goop- 
nicu be excused, as he isin Connecticut attending 
an important trial nm which he is a party, and 
where his personal attendance is necessary. 

‘The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. Winuiam T. Hamitron. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. Hamitron is unable to 
attend the House, on account of illness. I ask 
that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Junius Hittyer. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
is absent from the city. Heis at his home in 
Georgia. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB. I believe we are too 
clined to excuse absent members. | 
we suspend all further proceedings. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
Let us go through the roll. 
been excused who could attend. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to suspend the call 


ness. 


(hal he 


No excuse offered. 


No excuse offered. 


Mr. Hinryer 


much in- 
move that 


1 object to it. 
No persons have 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. Avexanver R. Hotvapay. 


Mr. EDMUNDSON. I move that Mr. Hoxta- | 


pay be excused, as he went home to a sick family. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. George S. Hovston. 
Mr. COBB. I suppose the House is well 
aware that Mr. Houston is always in his place. 


I have no doubt that as chairman of the Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means he has gone to the De- 
partment for estimates, and that is the reason why 
he is not here. 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. 
lying very ill at home. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I would suggest to the 
gentleman that he should put his words nearer to- 
gether. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What was the reason 
given? 

The SPEAKER. For the reason stated by the 
gentleman upon the floor. ; 

Mr. POLK. I wish to vote understandingly. 
I did not exactly hear the reason. 

Mr. HALL. We did not hear the reason as- 
signed in this part of the House. I should like 
to know the reason before I vote. 

The SPEAKER. 
fortune. [Laughter.] 

[Cries of ** Question!’’ ** Question !’’] : 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Houston 
was excused. 

Mr. Tuomas M. Howe. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. Mr. Howe went 
home on account of his health, being unable to be 
in his seat some weeks before he left. He went 
under the advice of friends, and I have not yet 
heard whether he is getting better or not. I ask 
that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Witiram F. Hunter. 

Mr. BELL. 
room. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Horace Mann. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
in New York upon some business which will 
detain him for some ten days. I ask that he be 
excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Epwarp C, Marsuatu, of California. 
excuse offered. 

Mr. Humpurey MarsHate. 

Mr. VENABLE. Mr. Humpnrey Marsynayi 
was at the door the moment it was shut. He is 
ready to come in. I ask that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Freperick 8S. Marrin. 

Mr. HASCALL. 
excused, on accountof severe indisposition. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Joun S. Miiison. 

Mr. AVERETT. My colleague [Mr. Mitt- 


Hovsron has a child 


That is the gentleman’s mis- 


No 


| son] left here in delicate health a few days ago 
y 5°, 


in the hope that he might receive benefit by so 
doing. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Auman CL, Miver. 

Mr. HEBARD. Mr. Miner left this city a 
few days ago, reluctantly, to go home and attend 
to some business of importance, which made it 
necessary for him to leave. I move that he be 


| excused. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Joun L. Rosinson. 
Mr. FITCH. Mr. Rostinson being confined 


to his room by sickness, I move that he be ex- | 


cused. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Joseru Russet. 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 
my colleague {Mr. eee 
now in New York, confin 
ness. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Zeno Scupper. 
Mr. DUNCAN. I move that Mr. Scupper be 
excused. 


be exeused. He is 
by very serious ill- 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Ricuarpson Scurry. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
excused. He has been indisposed for some “fn 
past, but if able to come to the House av all, he 
will be here in time to vote. 


I ask that Mr. Marriy.be | 


I move that | 


He is detained from the House by se- | 
vere indisposition, and is under medical treat- | 
| ment. 


I move that Mr. Scurry be | 


GLOBE. 


| York, be excused. 


March }. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Asrauam P. Stevens. 
Mr.HART. I movethat Mr. Srevex< of Ney 
He is confined to }, de 
by sickness. a 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Cuarves Sweerser. 

Mr. OLDS, I move that Mr. SWEETseEp 


excused. He has been called home, 


) riiw 
partly 


| account of sickness in his family, and nao 
| urgent business. 


| is confined to his bed in this city, and cay 
| sibly get here. 


| excused, 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Rosert Toomss. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr 


loome 


9 
Yi 


I move that he he excuse: 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Amos Tuck. 
Mr. GOODENOW.. I move that Mr. 
He has been absent from the , 


some time on important and urgent Dusin 


|| has not returned yet. 


Mr. Honrer is lying sick at his | 


Mr. Mawyn is | 


Mr. ORR. I would like to inquire { the 
tleman from Maine if Mr. Tuck is not 


IOt At 


| canvassing the State and making speeche: 


Mr. GOODENOW. 


fT understand yo: 


| attending to urgent private business. 


| Now’s motion, and it was agreed to—a 
| hoes not counted. 


| 
| 


The question was then taken on Mr. Goon, 


ay 


Mr. Tuomas Y. Watsu. 
Mr. OUTLAW. Mr. Watsu is 


the city. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALL moved that further proceeding 
the call be dispensed with. 


The motion was agreed to. 

So the further proceedings in the call we: 
pensed with, and the doors of the House 
again opened. 

Mr. BELL. LIask the unanimous consent 
the House to introduce a joint resolution of t 
Legislature of Ohio in relation to the construction 
of a canal around the Falls of the Ohio, for 
purpose of having it printed. 

Several Members objected. 

The yeas and nays were then taken upon M 
Fircn’s motion to suspend the rules, and there 
were—yeas ]19, nays 74—as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, John Ap 
pleton, William Appleton, Ashe, Averett, David J. Bailey 
Thomas H. Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Breekeuridge, Briggs 
Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Busby, E. Carringt 
Cabell, Caskie, Chastain, Churcltiwell, Clark, Cobb, Curtis 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney,-Dockery, Edinunds 
Evans, Ewing, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, Piorence, Free 
man, H. M. Fuller, T. J. D. Fuller, Gambie, Gentry, Gid 
dings, Gilmore, Gorman, Grey, Hall, Hammond, Isham G 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Haws, Haven, He: 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Howard, Join \y. Howe, lige: 
soll, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, Kot 
ert W. Johnson, George W. Jenes, J. Glancy Jones 
Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, Hifi 
phrey Marshall, Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, McLana 
han, McMullin, McNair, Meade, Milier, John Moor 
Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, Nabers, Olds, Outlaw, A 
drew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peasiec, Penn, Pheips 
Polk, Porter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Savage, Sciier 
merhorn, Scurry, Origen 3S. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex 
ander H. oe Stone, St. Martin, Strother, Stuart 
Sutherland, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, George W 
Thompson, Venable, Ward, Watkins, Addison Whit 
Alexander White, Wilcox, and Williams—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Andrews, Babe 
Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, Bennett, Bowne, Jolin H. Boy: 
Brenton, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Thomps 
Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chapman, Clingiman, Const 
Daniel, G. T. Davis, Dean, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, East 
man, Edgerton, Fowler, Gaylord, Goodenow, Green, Grow 
Harper, Hascail, Hebard, Horstord, T. Y. How, Jenkins, ! 
Johnson, D. T. Jones, G. G. King, Preston King, McQuee: 
Meacham, Molony, Henry D. Moore, Murray, Newto 
Orr, Penniman, Perkins, Price, Rantou!, Robie, Ross 
Sackett, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, David L. Seymow 
Smart, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, “tral 
ton, Thurston, ‘Townshend, Waibridge, Wallace, Was! 
burn, Welch, Wells, Wildrick, Woodward, and Yates—'4 


. : . : - th 
So (two thirds not voting in the ailirmative) \e 
rules were not suspended. 


CASE OF COLONEL D. E. MITCHELL. 

Mr. PHELPS. The other day, [ submitted « 
motion to reconsider the vote by which Senate bill 
for the relief of Colonel Mitchell was referred \ 
the Committee of the Whole on the siate of te 
Union. There is a pressing necessity that that 
bill should be acted upon. ‘To avoid any difficulty, 
however, to the consideration of the bill, | move 
to suspend the rules, that we may proceed tocol 
sider the motion to reconsider, which I submuttec 
the other day. 
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itis § vegested to me by gentlemen around me, | sion or not. I think, therefore, that it is perfectly 
hose knowledge of the rules I haveconfidence, |, competent for the House to suspend the rules and 
vat the motion to reconsider may be called up at | take up this bill for consideration. It is true, a 
. ‘ime; and I hope, therefore, there will be no || motion has been made to reconsider, but I sug- 
» oetion to its being called up now. gest 
\ir. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The difficult Mr. PHELPS, 1 will obviate that difficulty. 
, fthat motion should prevail, the bill, as it Mr. JOHNSON. If the gentlemen submits 





that ll ; . | ‘ . rt 
‘ins an appropriation, must go to the Com- || the motion todischarge the Committee of the Whole 
vee of the Whole on the state of the Union || on the state of the Union from the further consid- | 


But the proper course would be to move | 
«spend the rules, in order to entertain a motion | 
acchoree the Committee of the Whole on the 
¢ the Union from the further consideration | 
‘she bill. If two thirds vote for that motion, 
ve can then pass the bill. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the object 
e attained by either mode, but as the mo- | 
econsider 1s pending, it would be more 
iar to dispose of that motion. 


s If the gentleman | 


ron 


motion to reconsider. 

Mr. PHELPS. I propose to obviate the diffi- 
culty which has been suggested in relation to this 
reconsideration. W ith the permission of the House 
1 will withdraw the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will suggest 
to the gentleman before he withdraws his motion 
to reconsider, that he so modify his present mo- 
tion as to make it a motion to suspend the rules 
to bring the bill before the House for considera- 
tion, and that he do not withdraw the motion to 
reconsider. 


} 


Vr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
» Missouri will, with the unanimous consent 
the House, withdraw his motion to reconsider, 
» can then move to discharge the Committee of Mr. PHELPS. I prefer, with the permission 
» Whole on the state of the Union from the || of the House, to withdraw the motion to recon- 
ether consideration of the bill. || sider, and to move that the committee be discharged 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection that the | froft the further consideration of the bill, and that 
sotion to reconsider be taken up? the House do now proceed to its consideration. 
Mr. KING, of New York, objected. There was no objection, and the motion to re- 
Mr. PHELPS. Imove, then, to suspend the || consider was withdrawn. 
sJes Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I rise to this 
The SPEAKER. For what purpose? question of order: I think it was decided the other 
Mr. PHELPS. For the purpose of submitting || day that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
motion to discharge the Committee of the Whole || of the Union could not be discharged from the 
» the state of the Union from the further consid- || consideration of a subject until the committee had 
eration of the bill. | first had that subject under consideration. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is that motion de- | Mr.CLINGMAN. Oh, no; there was no such 
batable 2 decision. 
The SPEAKER. It is not. | Mr. HARRIS. I understand that such has 


Mr. JONES. 
be acreed to. 

Mr. KING, of New York. In order to under- 
sand this question, | wish to know if the bill 


Well; that motion ought not to | been the practice of the House, and the decision 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Itwas decided by the House 
that debate could not be closed upon a proposition 
does not make an appropriation of money, and is || in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

ot, therefore, required by the rules of the House Union, until it had been first considered in that 
) be considered in committee ? || committee; but the Chair is not aware of any 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. One more ques- || decision that the House could not discharge that 
tion, in order, if possible, to render this matter a | committee from the further consideration of a sub- 
itle plainer. I understand that the bill has been || ject, before it had been under consideration in 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || committee. 
state of the Union, and that a motion has been | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
submitted to reconsider the vote by which it was ing of the 133d rule. 
so referred; It was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


; nevertheless, it has been referred to 
the comuiittee, and if we now discharge the com- ** All proceedings touching appropriations of money shall 
, first be discussed in Committee of the Whole House.’’ 


mittee, we shall supersedé@the motion to reconsid- SE eee ; 
| hope, therefore, that the motion to suspend || . Mr. JON ES. This bill has not been discussed 
the rules will prevail. in Committee of the Whole House at all, and 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the read- || therefore, according to the rule which has been just 
ine of the bill. } read, no other disposition can be made of it unul 
Che Clerk read the bill. | it has been first discussed there. 
Mr. JONES. I should like to inquire of some | Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That is the 
gentleman who knows, what is the amount of ap- | Very rule which we want to suspend. 
propriation involved jn this bill ? The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. competent for the House to suspend that as well as 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- || any other rule. The question is, Shall the rules be 
tion of order. This bill has, by a vote of the | suspended in order to enable the gentleman from 
House, been referred to the Committee of the | Missouri [Mr. Puexrs) to submit his motion ? 
Whole on the state of the Union. [Punderstand || Mr. JONES. Upon that motion | demand the 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Pue.ps} now || Yes and nays. 
nakes a motion to reconsider the vote by which The yeas and nays were ordered. 
the bill was so referred. Now, while that motion | The question was then taken, and the result 
is pending, the bill does not go to the committee. || Was—yeas 129, nays 44, as follows: 
lteannot go there until the motion to reconsider | YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Jolin Apple 
as been disposed of. Now, | ask, is it compe- | ton, William Appleton, David J. Bailey, homas H. Bayly, 
iain ‘ : || Barrere, Bartlett, Beale, Bell, Breckenridge, Briggs, Albert 
ent for the House to discharge the Committee of 


. ” - ! , I , G. Brown, Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, ‘homp- 
the Whole from the consideration of a bill which |, son Campbell, Chandler, Chastain, Clingman, Conger, Cur- 
has not gone to that committee at all? I think it 


tis, Daniel, George T’. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Disney, Dock- 
is not. 


ery, Doty, Duncan, Eastman, Edmundson, Evans, Faulk- 
' . = ren die oe. se dis ner, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion |; D. Fuller, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, 
that it is competent for the House to suspend the | Green, Grey, Grow, Hall, Harper, Haws, Hascall, Haven, 
rules for that purpose. Henn, Horstord, John W. Howe, Ingersoll, Jackson, John 
Mr. JOHNSON "Ark I think Ih Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy 
en ie NSON, of Arkansas. think I have || jones, Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Leteber, Humphrey Mar- 
nerignt to say a single word in explanation of | shall, MeCorkie, McDonald, McLanahan, MeMullin, Me 
Uus motion, Nair, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Henry D. Moore, John 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would hear the || Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Nabers, 
gentleman with the greatest pleasure, if it be not | 
objected to. 
Mr. JOHNSON. What I have to say is this: 


Newton, Olds, Outlaw, Peaslee, Penniman, Phelps, Polk, 
| Porter, Powell, Price, Rantoul, Richardson, Robbins, Robie, 
— the bill was referred to the Committee of the | 
Vhole on the state of the Union, according to the 


Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scurry, 
David L. Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Smart, Smith, 
Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Richard fi. Stanton, Alex 
ander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, St. Martin, Straton, 
‘ , Strother, Sutherland, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, Thurs 
practice of the Honse hitherto, such reference con- 
— a fulfillment of the rule; therefore a motion wane 2 Vuses 198 
ma . ‘ j L ms, an es— ley. 
= subsequently to iake te out of committee, || NAYS—Messrs. Averett, Babcock, Jobn H. Boyd, Breo- 
foes not interfere with the requirement of the rule, || ton, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Caskie, Chapman, Churchwell, 
© matter whether the bill has been up for diseus- |’ Clark, Cobb, John G. Davis, Durkee, Edgerton, Fowler, 


I ask for the read- 


ton, Venable, Walbridge, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, 


Welch, Wells, Addison White, Alexander White, Wilcox, 
| 
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eration of this bill, that motion will supersede the | 
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Gaylord, Goodenow. Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Hart, 
Hebard, Hendricks, Hibbard, Thomas Y. How, Jenkins, 
And. Johnson, Jas. Johnson, G. W. Jones, Preston King, 
Lockhart, Mace, Mason, McQueen, Molony, Orr, Andrew 
Parker, Perkins, Skelton, Stuart, George W. Thompson, 
Townshend, Waljace, Wildrick, and Woodward—44. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now submit my motion, that 
the Committee of the Whole be discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill which I have 
indicated, and that the House do proceed to the 
consideration of that bill; and upon that motion l 
demand the previous question. 

_. The House was divided upon seconding the 
demand for the previous question, and there were 
—ayes 85. noes 42. 

So the previous question was seconded; and 
ordered 

Che question wus taken, and the committee was 
discharged from the further ¢ 
bill—ayes 98, noes 40. 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘The bill is, l behteve, now he 
fore the House for consideration 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon order 
ing it to a third reading. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
in explanation of the bill i 

Several Mempers. Move the previous question 

Mr. PHELPS. 
vious question upon ordering the bill 
third time. 

[Cries of ‘* Question !*’ “* Question !""] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee I move to lay the 
bill upon the table. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to lay the bill upon the table. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading 

The bill, being a bili! for the rehef of Lieutenant 
Colonel Mitchell, of Missouri, was read through. 

Mr. PHELPS said: Mr. Speaker, Il now desire 
to say a few words in explanation of the bill 

[Cries of ** No!’ + No!’ ** Move the previous 
question !”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. Th question has been asked 
how it is that this amount has been increased from 
$30,000 to $100,000. In reply to that question, | 
will say that Mr. Harmony 
claim to the House of Repres 
a favorable report was made. tle presented in his 
memorial evidence that property ot 
amount of some $80,000, had been taken by Col 
onel Mitchell under the command of his superior 
officer—Colonel Doniphan. But finding that his 
claim met with no quarter in Congress, or at least 
that his prospects were not very flattermg; and 
finding Colonel Mitchell—who is a resident of the 
State of Missouri—in the city of New York, mn- 
stituted a suit against him in the district court of 
the United States for the southern district of New 
York. Colonel Mitchell informed the Secretary 
of the Treasury that a suit had been commenced 
against him, and also informed him of the evidence 
necessary to defend thecase. The Solicitor of the 
Treasury examined the case, and the district at- 
torney for that district was ordered to defend the 
case. Colonel Mitchell also employed an attorney 
to aid in thedefence of the case. A trial was had, 
and judgment to the amount of some $95,000 was 
obtained against him. But the plaintiff had no 
means of satisfying that judgment, because Colo- 
ne! Mitchell had no property under the jurisdiction 
of that court. A transcript of the judgment was 
therefore taken to Missouri, and a suit commenced 
in the county where Mitchell resided, and a judg- 
ment has been obtained against him for one hun- 
dred and odd thousand dollars, and the execution 

ylaced in the hands of an officer, to be levied upon 

Litchell’s property. 

It is, aahepe, unfortunate for Mitchell, that he 
is able to meet this execution. I say it is unfor 
tunate, because if Congress refused to afford him 
relief, his property will have to be sacrificed, and 
he will then have a just claim upon Congress to 
indemnify him for the consequences of having 
obeyed the orders of his superior military officer, 
and that in defence of his country. 

Mr. CLEINGMAN. I desire to ask the geatle 
man if it be true, as was stated the other day, that 
Governor Marcy was employed as counsel for the 
defence in the suit? 

Mr. PHELPS. Governor Marcy was Secre- 
tary of War at the time the property was take: 

' by order of Colonel! Doniphan, He was em 


The main question was then 


onsideration of the 


I desire to say a word or two 
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ployed by Harmony in the prosecution of the suit | 


affainst Colonel Mitchell. Colonel Mitchell em- 
joved a man by the name of Alonzo B. Achan 
| dealers. Mr. Sheppard was the district attor- 
ney for that district at that time, and was directed 
by the Government of the United States to defend 
the suit. 

{Cries of * Question !’’ * Question!’’] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Can the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr, Puevrs] state whether there is 
not asuit pending in the Supreme Court, in the 
lower story of this building, in regard to this mat- 
ter; and if so, whether that decision may not be 
reversed, and Colonel Mitchell released from the 
judgment now pending against him? I under- 
stand that the case is pending in the Supreme 
Court, brought there by a writ of error from the 
court at St. Louis. s 

Mr. PHELPS. [ understand that during the 
progress of that trial in the court in New York, 
exceptions were taken to the ruling of that court. 
‘The case was then presented to Mr. Crittenden, 
Attorney General,and his advice taken in relation 
thereto. He advised against the prosecution of 
the appeal to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. Such, I understand, are the facts in refer- 
ence to that matter, and consequently no appeal 
is pending in the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

[Cries of ** Question !”’ 
parts of the Hall.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. I desire to be 
informed what amount of property was taken by 
the Government of the United States from Har- 
mony? 

Mr. PHELPS. The judgment of the court will 
be a sufficient answer to that. I hold here in my 
hands the report made by the Committee of Claims, 
at the first session of the Thirtieth Congress, and 
from this document it appears that Mr. Harmony 
proved before that committee that property to the 
amount of more than $60,000 was seized by Colo- 
nel Mitchell, and taken into his possession. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | would ask my 
friend from Missouri [Mr. Puevps] if he did 


** Question!’ from all 


not in the Thirtieth Congress, with that report | 


before him, in concert with his colleague from 
Missouri, [Mr. Bow.ty,] oppose the bill for the 
relief of Harmony? 

Mr.PHELPS. I will inform the gentleman of 
the course | pursued on that occasion. I did op- 
pose the bill for the relief of Harmony. 
tained the opinion that he was not entitled to the 
amount of relief which he demanded. I was sat- 
isfied that he was entitled to something, but the 
exact amount I could not tell. That question was 
one for the accounting officer to determine; and 
furthermore, that has nothing to do with the case. 
Will you see an officer, who has executed the 
commands of his superior officer, receive injury 
from that obedience, and see his property sacri- 
ficed, and that, too, for obeying the orders of his 
superior officer in an enemy’s country where, if 
he had disobeyed them, he would have been court- 
martialed? — 

Mr. JONES. If thegentleman will permit, 1 will 
state that [ am informed bya Representative upon 
this floor from the State of New York, that Judge 
Nelson has informed him that this case is pend- 
ing in the Supreme Court on an appeal, 

Mr. VENABLE 9 That cannot possibly be so, be- 
cause if you will look at the report and the evidence 
in this case, it will be found that they prove this 
state of facts. Every lawyer knows*that if there 
was a writ of error, the court would suspend judg- 
ment. Every lawyer knows that an appeal, when 
made, brings a case from the court below to 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, made a remark 
wholly inaudible to the Reporter. 

Mr. VENABLE. A transcript of the judg- 
ment was sent to Missouri, and a suit instituted 
upon it in that State, and a judgment obtained 
thereon. Upon the judgment thus obtained, an 
execution was issued in the State of Missouri 
against the property of Colonel Mitchell. 

Mr. PHELPS. That is certainly so. 

Mr. VENABLE. The history of this case is 
this—— : 

Mr. BARTLETT. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move that when this House adjourns, it 
adjourn to meet again on Wednesday next. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman cannot take 
the floor from another who is upon it, although 
his question is a privileged one. 
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I enter- | 


Mr. VENABLE. Ihave no inclination to take 
| up the time of the House. 

Mr. FOWLER, (interrupting.) 
a single question. 

Mr. VENABLE. I cannot yield to the gentle- 
man from- Massachusetts, [Mr. Fow.er,] and I 
protest against this mode of farming out the floor 
by one member to another. I cannot yield, and 
must make the remarks | have set out to make. 

The history of the case is this: it appears to me 
singular that difficulties should arise in the minds 
of anybody, when it must be preceived that there 
never was a case before this House in which the 
iron arm of the law was bearing down upon a de- 
fenceless individual with more crushing and mer- 
ciless force than in the case now before us. 

Mr. PHELPS, (interposing.) I have yielded 
so much and so often to the inquiries of my friends, 
that [am obliged to move the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. FOWLER. Willthe gentleman allow me 
to ask a single question ? 

Mr. PHELPS. I -will. 

Mr. FOWLER. If I understand the gentle- 
man from Missouri, he states that the property 

‘taken amounts to $60,000. Now, I wish to‘in- 
quire what became of that property? Was it 
given back to Harmony, or what was done with 
tf 

Mr. HALL. 
cated it. 

Mr. PHELPS. The property was confiscated 
by the authorities of the city of Chihuahua, in 

the district of Chihuahua. 

Mr. FOWLER. Was it finally returned to 
this claimant? 

Mr. PHELPS. It was subsequently tendered 
to Mr. Harmony at Chihuahua, as the documents 
show. .He refused to receive it, and entered his 
protest there against the unlawful seizure, and it 
was confiscated, as | am informed, by the Mexi- 
can authorities at Chihuahua. 

(Cries of ‘* Question !”’ ** Question !”’ from all 
parts of the Hall.] 

Mr. PHELPS. 
question. 

Mr. STUART. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I wish to suggest 

Mr. PHELPS. I have yielded the floor so 
often, that [ am compelled to insist upon my de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. STUART. I understand that this ques- 
tion is pending in the Supreme Court. It is not 
denied. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I rise to a 

rivileged question. | move to reconsider the vote 
i which this bill was ordered to its third read- 


I wish to ask 


The Mexican authorities confis- 


I now demand the previous 


ing, and that motion I desire to be heard 


The SPEAKER. The question is not debata- 
ble. The previous question has been demanded 
upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Demanded 
but not seconded. [ understand the privileged ques- 
tion I make to take precedence of the motion for 
the previous question, and that it is debatable. 
Do I understand the Chair to decide otherwise? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, The privileged 
question does take precedence, and certainly is 
debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, upon reflection, 
is of opinion that the gentleman from Kentucky is 
entitled to debate the question. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 rise to a question of order. 
The vote by which this bill was ordered to a third 
reading was under the operation of the previous 
question, and the gentleman from Kentucky can- 
not debate the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the previous question was exhausted by the 
order to read the bill a third time, and, therefore, 
overrules the point of order made by the member 
from Missouri. The gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Marsuatt] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I should 
have voted for the passage of this bill without hes- 
itation, had the previous question been ordered 
without debate, for I should not have heard the 
suggestions of difficulties which now appear to be 
in the way. I desire to say that no gentleman 
upon this floor would more readily extend relief 
to Colonel Mitchell than I would, under a proper 
state of the cnse. But it is asserted by a gentle- 
man from New York, a member of this House, 


GLOBE. 


| of the courts in Missouri may be successfully 





| Supreme Court, t 








| now discharge the debt. 
| itself to the sound discretion of Congress, who 
| will, I suppdse, be guided in the case by the opinion 
| of the Attorney General of the United States. 





| that is the usual verbiage o 
| rect the payment of money. Under this law, the 


March 


F 
that he has been informed by a justice of th S 

preme Court of the United States that a oa nt 
error in the case of Harmony vs. Mitchel! isn : 
pending in the Supreme Court—that it Pets 
from the Southern district of New York cea 
designed to test the validity of the judoment ” 
dered against Colonel Mitchell in favor of on 
X. Harmony. [ am aware that suit was ioatitened 
by this man Harmony against Mitchell, and the 
such proceedings were had as resulted in lade. 
ment at law in the district court of New York f 
upwards of $95,000. I understand that Harmony 
took the record to Missouri, and sued Upon my 
New York judgment—I presume in a State coup: 
and that he procured a judgment upon said record. 
and that execution has issued thereupon ar. 


the property of Colonel Mitchell for about 2100. 


, 


| 000. In the meantime, the case from New York 


has been brought up to the Supreme Court by q 
writ of error, without a supersedeas, and that such 


| a proceeding neither stops the execution on the 


New York judgment, nor suspends proceedinss 
upon the Missouri judgment. But it is also Pll 
tain, that while matters seem to have reached this 
crisis with Colonel Mitchell, the chancery power 
pealed to in order to suspend the collection of this 
debt until the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States shall be pronounced upon the 
writ of error which has been sued out to the New 
York district court. I acknowledge the obligation 
of Congress to protect Colonel Mitchell from loss: 
but there is a right way of going about this matter, 
If we pass this bill, the money will pass into the 
hands of Manuel X. Harmony, who may not be 
responsible and who is an alien, as I understand, 
and should the pm, vow be reversed by the 

1e United States will have suf. 
fered a complete loss of the whole amount. My 
only object in moving to reconsider the vote in 
this bill is to suggest to the House the propriety 


of putting the act in such shape, before its pas- 


sage, that no payment can be made by the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury until the legal remedy shall 
have been quite exhausted by a final affirmance of 
the judgment in the court below by the Supreme 
Court. In the meantime, it must be remembered 
that the judgment in Missouri is operative, and the 


| sacrifice of Mitchell’s property can be made under 
| the execution upon that judgment, and that the sale 
| will not be affected by whatever decision shall be 


rendered here upon the New York record. AsI 
remarked before, should there be a probability of 
reversing the New York judgment, the chancellor 
in Missouri can be appealed to for &n injunction 


| to stay_proceedings in the Missouri judgment until 


this cause can be decided. And there will be no 


| difficulty in procuring suchan injunction. Let the 


United States procure the surety for an injunction 


| . . 
bond, and the chancery proceedings can be insti- 


tuted in Mitchell’s name. But, unless there is 
some probability of a reversal, the injunction will 


| be a dangerous expedient, for the dissolution of 


the injunction will cost $10,200, more than will 
The question addresses 


Mr. WELCH. 


I would inquire of the honor- 


| able member from Kentucky, if the bill is not al- 


ready in the shape in which he desires to have it’ 


| It simply authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury 
| to pey the Missouri judgment. 
r. 


MARSHALL. It is true that the act 
authorizes the Secretary to pay the money, but 
bile laws which di- 


Secretary will be at liberty to settle the Missour! 


| judgment by payment before this night. | am not 
| willing to pay it, if there is a reasonable chance to 
| reverse the case. 
| a debt, which I understand could have been settled 
| three years since for $30,000, while there is a writ 


I will not vote $102,000 to pay 


of error in the case pending and undetermined i 
the Supreme Court, unless I understand very distinet- 
ly from the proper legal adviser of the Government 
that there isno chance to reverse the judgment of the 
court below. I will then vote it to shield Colonel 
Mitchell from loss, and not because I think it 
proper or fair, as against the Gevernment, upo? 


| the merits. 


Mr. TAYLOR (interrupting) asked a question 
entirely inaudible to the Reporter. 
Mr. MARSHALL. I understand that Mr. 
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F ULKNER, of Virginia, has been down to the Su- | 
ome Court room, and has ascertained the fact that | 
pe f error in this cause is pending in that | 


oo 


a writ 0 
“ourt. ee 
: oh TAYLOR. I understand that the cause is 


not pending in the Supreme court. 
Mr. MARSHALL, 
ventieman from Virginia [Mr. Fauckner] hasbeen 
down to the Supreme Court rooms, and knows 
e facts to be as I have stated them. 
Mr. HAVEN. ’ 
gentleman from Kentucky, inasmuch as consid- 
srable has been said about it, I will state briefly | 
what | know upon this subject. I found a very | 
general desire on the part of the House to pass 
this bill when it was up before; and, on Friday 
or Saturday of last week, I met Mr. Justice Nel- | 
gon in the street, and had a conversation with him | 
for the parpous of gathering the facts of the case. | 
The two things I told him I desired to be in- | 
formed about, were: First, whether there was a || 
writ of error pending in the Supreme Court of the | 
United States; and the next was, what was the | 
character of the proof before the court (for he was 
the justice, I understood, who presided at the 
trial) in reference to the measure of damages. 
Mr. LOCKHART. Will the gentleman allow |! 
me fora moment. I will not take haifa minute. | 
Mr. HAVEN. Icannot. I have the floor by | 


th 


With the permission of the | 
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ee penncedl ep cnecnenanesemmt 


charge demand that before we act finally, an ep- 
portunity should be afforded to confer with the 
Attorney General of the United States, who has 
no doubt looked critically into the record of this 
cause, and is prepared to give his opinion. We 
should take time, and before we vote to pay this 


I am informed that the || debt we should learn from the Attorney Geveral 


his opinion of the proposition to enjoin the judg- 
ment in Missouri until the rendition of an opinion 
by the Supreme Court in the case from New York. 

[am not willing to pass the authority we hold 
over the public money to any one. When this 
debt must be liquidated we can vote the money, 
and direct its appropriation to the object we intend; 
but now, it is our duty to see whether the actual 
necessity for the appropriation exists, and wheth- 
er it cannot, by any device, be avoided. The ex- 
ecution has not been levied upon Colonel Mitch- 
ell’s property as yet, and we all know that there 
will intervene some days from the levy to the sale. 
There is no necessity for this absolute action 
to-day, so far as we can see. It is our duty to go 
back upon our steps if we can contest this demand 
further, and not, under apprehension of injury to 
Mitchell, throw away $102,000 upon Emanuel X. 
Harmony. 

I understand that no one disputes our obligation 
to shield Colonel Mitchell from loss. The point 
is, that in protectIng him we may owe it to the 


the favor of the gentleman from Kentucky to |) country to take the reins of this case into our own 
make a statement. I was informed by Mr. Jus- |) hands, and see whether the United States cannot 


tice Nelson, that there was a writ of error now 
ending upon the calendar of the Supreme Court, | 
Coat up upon the judgment rendered before | 
him in the cireuit court of New York. I then in- | 


reverse this judgment, stay proceedings upon the 
execution at St. Louis, and renew the contest upon 
the original merits before the inferior tribunal, by 
which this enormous judgment may be reduced to 


quired of him in reference to the measure of.dam- || those limits which once would have contented the 


ages, the rule by which the damages had bee~ al- 
lowed upon the trial before him. 
that he could not state with accuracy by what rule | 
that had been governed, but he said that the evi- | 
dence upon the subject of damages would be found | 
in the record. I went to the Supreme Court | 
room for the purpose of seeing the record, but 
found it locked up. I said to the Judge that I 
had understood Mr. Harmony had offered to take 
$30,000 to discharge his claim upon the Govern- 
ment, and that this bill which we have before us, 
provides for over $100,000. He told me that the | 
cause was put off, according to his recollection, | 





for over a year, to allow the parties to execute a || 


commission at Santa Fé, or in New Mexico, for 
the purpose of getting evidence upon the subject 
of damages, and that, after the commission had | 
been returned, the subject of damages was passed | 
upon sub silentio, the proof seeming to be satisfac- | 


| 
| 


tory. That is all the information I have in my |) 


possession. I understand this writ of error is | 
from the judgment rendered in the circuit court | 
for the southern district of the State of New | 
York. I also understand that judgment has been | 
sued out, upon a transcript of the record of the 
court in New York, in a court of Missouri; that 
execution had been issued upon that judgment, 
and that theconsequences are likely to follow upon | 
that execution which have been described by the | 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Puexps.] I re- | 


| 
j 
| 
| 


| claimant. It is suggested to me by gentlemen to 


He told me || move to postpone this question to a day certain. 


| L do not feel disposed to raise the question, and 
| then to ask its postponement, but I do thfnk the 
House should regard this transaction with the 
closest scrutiny—not that [ suppose anything 
| wrong on Mitchell's part—but to see if we cannot 
avoid the wrong which we are about to be forced 


|| to submit to, in order to protect him from unde- 
|| served loss. 


| Mr. KING, of New York. The whole matter 
| should be referred to a committee. 

| Mr. MARSHALL. I prefer to have the vote 
upon the motion to reconsider. Should that mo- 
tion prevail, the bill can be taken up at our next 
sitting, and in the meantime those interested can 
learn the views of the Attorney General, and the 
bill can be amended praperly, if necessary, and 
| then passed. 

Mr. DISNEY. I propose to say a solitary 
word in regard to this matter, and it is simply 
this: that notwithstanding the appeal which con 
been presented by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Marsnatut,] and the purpose for which he 
urges it, there is another aspect in which this case 
must be viewed, which divests them of all force 
whatever. Permit me here to remark that | have 
taken no sort of interest in this matter until the 
present time. The nature of the case now pend- 
ing in the Supreme Court of the United States, at 


turn my thanks to the gentleman from Kentucky |, least from the testimony which has been adduced 


for his kindness in allowing me to make this | 
statement. 

_ Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I now hold 
in my hand a memorandum furnished by the clerk 
ofthe Supreme Court of the United States a mo- 
ment since, which will remove all doubt as to the 
pendency ofa writ of error in thiscase. He says, 


the transcript of the record has been sent up, a | 


writ of error has been sued out, and the case stands 
No. 178 on the trial docket of the court. Now, 


before us, and from this discussion and the one 
| had heretofore in relation to this matter—has been 
|| with reference to the liability of Colonel Mitchell, 
‘| and not the injury to this man Harmony; for that 
|| seems to be conceded upon all sides. Then what- 
\| ever the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
|| United States may be, it will not touch the posnt 

to which I now siede te wit: the injuries inflicted 
upon Emanuel X. Harmony. If the Supreme 
Court of the United States shall decide Colonel 





under these circumstances, the proposition to di- 
rect the Secretary to go forward and pay off the debt 
may be very injurious to the interests of the United 
States, for the decision in the Supreme Court may 
reopen the cause on the original merits, and indeed 
may indicate that Mitchell is not responsible for an 
arrest made under orders from his military com- 
mander in time of war in an enemy’s country; for 

do not learn from anything that has yet been 
said that Harmony lost possession of his merchan- 
dise, though he was detained with Doniphan’s 
command, in order to prevent him from joining 
the enemy—as a trader. 

I submit to the consideration of the House that 
We are not prepared, under the circumstances, to 
pass the bill at present, and due caution. and a 


Proper regard for the duties we are here to dis- 





|| Mitchell was not justly and legally liable to indem- 


|| nify Harmony for the damage inflicted upon him 


|| by these proceedings, still behind that remains the 
|| paramount question of indemnity to Harmony. 
| ‘Then it appears from the testimony which we 
|| have heard related to the House by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Haven,] that the question 

of the amount of indemnity has been settled by 
} the common agreement of the parties—sub silentio. 
|| In reference to that question there was no dispute. 
| This question as to whether Colonel Mitchell 
is justly and legally liable does not touch the 
| main question, that is, the proper indemnification 
of an individual who has been wronged by the 
| acts of officers of this Government. I will not 
| occupy the attention of the House any longer. In 
| conformity with the suggestion of a friend who 
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sits near me, and in order to enable the House to 
possess themselves fully of the facts of the case 
and the precise points involved in it, | move the 
consideration of this subject be postponed for one 
week. 

[Cries of ** That is right!”’ “ That is right!’"} 

Mr. STUART. I concur entirely in the mo- 
tion of the gentleman. There is no disposition 
here to do injustice to Colonei Mitchell or any- 
body else, and we should pot go pell mell into 
paying a judgment, when it is pending in the Su- 
preme Court of the United States upon a writ of 
error. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
of the Speaker if the House adjourn in the pres- 
ent position of this matter, it will not go over until 
next Monday? 

The SPEAKER. 
the Chair. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
privileged question. I move that when the House 
adjourns to-day it be to Wednesday next. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones} yield? 

Mr. JONES. Ido; but shall oppose the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. STANTON, I presume every gentleman 
is aware of the object of this motion. 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to adjourn till Wednesday, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 74—as follows: 


It would, in the opinion of 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, W. 


| Appleton, Babcock, Barrere, Bartlett, Beale, Bell, Bennett, 
Bissell, John H. Boyd, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brooks, Albert 


G. Brown, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, Lewis D. Camp 
bell, Cartter, Chandler, Charman, Clingman, Daniel, Geo. 
T. Davis, Dean, Disney, Dockery, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Henn, 
Horstord, Jenkins, James Johnson, John Johnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, Lan 
dry, Letcher, Lockhart, McDonald, Me@fullin, Meade, 
Miller, Morehead, Murray, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. 
Parker, Price, Robie, Russell, Schermerhorn, Schooicraft, 
Schoonmaker, Davié L. Seymour, Stanly, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strother, Stuart, Sutherland, 
Taylor, Thurston, Ward, Washburn, Wells, Addison 
White, Alexander White, Wildrick, and Y ates—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ashe, Averett, David J. Bailey, 
Bowne, Brenton, Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, Cas 
kie, Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Conger, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, Doty, Durkee, Eastinan, Ewing, Ficklin, 
Fitch, Fowler, Gamble, Giddings, Grow, Hammond, Har 
per, Hebard, Hendricks, Hibbard, Howard, John W. Howe, 
Thomas Y. How, Jackson, Andrew Johnson. George W 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Humphrey Marshall, Me 
Lanahan, McNair, McQueen, Molony, Henry D. Moore, 
John Moore, Nabers, Orr, Outlaw, Peaslee, Penniman, 
Perkins, Phelps, Polk, Rantoul, Robbins, Sackett, Scurry, 
Skelton, Smart, Smith, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Stratton, 
George W. Thompson, Townshend, Venable, Walbridge, 
Wallace, Watkins, Welch, Wilcox, Williams, and Wood- 
ward—74. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
is nothing now before the House. 

The SPEAKER. There is the question upon 
reconsidering the vote by which the bill upon the 
table for the relief of Colonel Mitchell was ordered 
to be read a third time, and there is a question 
submitted by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dis- 
“= to postpone until Monday next. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Dis- 
NEY’s motion, and it was agreed to. 


[ believe there 


INDIAN AGENT FOR CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I wil! now send 
this bill, which is an act to provide for the ap- 
pointment of superintendent of Indian affairs in 
California, to the Clerk’s desk, and I ask the House 
seriously and in sober earnest, to allow me an op- 
portunity of reporting it back from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, with an amendment. 

Mr. KING, of New York. I object. There 
are a great many bills and resolutions which would 
be presented if the House would give an opportu- 
nity for that purpose. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will move to suspend the 
rules. Itis a matter of public importance, and 
ought to be acted upon. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The bill entitled ‘* An act to provide for the ap- 
pointment of a superintendent of Indian affairs in 
California,’’ was then read. 

The bill provides for the appointment of a su- 
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perintendent at a salary of $5,000 per annum, 
and a secretary at a salary of $2,500. 

The amendment of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs proposes to reduce the salary of the super- 
intendent to $4,000. 

Mr. JOHNSON. For the information of the 
Hlouse, | will ask that the sections of law which 
are put in force by the bill, be read. 1 have no 
speech to make about the case. The Government 
is losing thousands and thousands of dollars every 
month for the want of the passage of this bill. 

The SPEAKER. It is a Senate bill reported 
back with an amendment. ‘The question, then, 
will be first upon the amendment. 

The bill and amendment having been read— 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will ask the Clerk to read 
those portions of the acts which are put in force, 

The sixth section of the act of May 6, 1622, 
vus read, as follows: 

* Ind be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Nenate, may appoint a superintendent of Indian affairs to 
revide at Bt. Louis, whose power shall extend to all [ndi 
ans trequenting that place, Whose salary shall be $1500 per 
annum; aud one ageut for tribes within the limits of East 
and West Florida, with a salary of $1,500. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will state to the House 
the bill puts so much of that law in force as relates 
to the superintendent, placing him upon the same 
fooling as every other superintendent is placed. | 

sk that the fifth section of the act of May 25, 
1824, be read: 

“Seo. 5. nd be it enacted, That the superintendent of 
Indian affairs of St. 


of Gover 


ors of Territories when exercising the office of 
superintendents of Indian affairs, and shall exercise a gen- 
eral supervision of the official eonduct and accounts of In 
dian agents within his superintendency.” 

1 will state, also, for the information of the 
House, that those two sections for the most part 
attain the object sought fer. I ask that the Ex- 
ecutive recommendauon referred to us at the be- 
ginning of the session in regard to this subject, 
shall be read: 

‘The means teretofore placed at the disposal of the De- 
partinent applicable to Indian purposes in California have 
been manifestly inadequate. Itis quite evident that, with- 
out the expenditures of large sums of money, our Indian 
affairs in California and Oregon cannot be properly con 
ducted; and in this connection I respectfully suggest the 
policy of passing a law establishihg the office of Assistant 
Comuissioner ot Indian Affairs for that State and Terri- 
tory. A general and controliing power, more direct than it 
is possible for this office to bring to bear, is of the highest 
importance in the adjustment of our relations with the nu- 
merous tribes of Indians in those remote portions of our 
wide-spread domain.” 

1 will state, also, for the information of the 
House, that instead of complying with this recom- 
mendation which proposed*to create an agsistant 
commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Senate pre- 
ferred to send us the bill in such form as will 
preserve the policy heretofore adopted in regard 
to these matters, rather than strike out any new 
course of policy. Therefore this bill comes in the 
shape of a superintendency. The Government 
needs it, but I will make no speech about it. I 
shall call for the previous question, believing the 
House will prefer to vote, rather than to hear any 
speech upon the a 

fr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
throw any obstacle in the way. 


I do not wish to 
I would suggest 
gentleman a slight amendment. 

Mr. JOLLINSON. I should like to accommo- 
date the gentleman, but will not assent to any 
other proposition than that which the committee 
have offered. After a full consideration they 
have reduced -one salary, and they have offered 
one amendment. I will not consent to any other, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was then taken on 
ment, and it was acreed to. 


to the 
. 


the amend- 

The bill was then, according to order, read the 
hird tume. 

Mr. JOHNSON 
hausted ? 

The SPEAKER. It is 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then | ask for the previous 
question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question orc ered. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 


passed, 


Is the previous question ex- 


Mr. JOHNSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 


Louis, and his successors in office, | 
shall possess all the powers and be subject to all the duties | 
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tion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the joint resolution of the Senate au- 
thorizing a continuation of the work on the two wings of 
the Capitol, and the bill from the Senate making an appro- 
priation for the repair of the Congressional Library room, be 
made the special order, and in the order named, for Wed- 
nesday, the 10th instant, to continue so from day to day 
until dizposed of. 

Mr. SCURRY objected, 

. Mr. CARTTER. 1 wish to inguire if the prop- 
osition of the honorable genueman from Kentucky 
does not interfere with a pending special order? 

Mr. STANTON. That is set for to-morrow, 
and mine is set for Wednesday week. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The operation of the special 
order would be this: if the former special order 
conflicted with it, this would have to pass over 
until the other is decided, and then it would come 
up. 

‘Mr. CHANDLER. The objection is with- 
drawn to it, from this side of the House. 

TheSPEAKER., The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. STANLY. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Stanron,] as there 
is no objection to making the bill for the extension 

of the Capitol the special order, that we pass the 
bill for the Library now. ‘There can be no objec- 
tion to it, and it is a case in which the members of 


| the House are more concerned. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
to do it, | have no sort of objection. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I will object to the 
introduction of any bill. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 

Mr. RANTOUL. The gentleman from Con- 
necticut [Mr. CLevetanp] asks that the Journal 
may be corrected, his vote being erroneously stated. | 
Upon the motion to lay the bounty land bill oe 
the table, he is represented as voting nay, w 
he voted yea. 

The SPEAKER. There being no objection, the 
Journal will be so corrected. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill of which previous notice had been 
given, *‘ granting the right of way and making a 
erant of land to the States of Indiana and Illinois, | 
for the construction of a railroad from Terra Haute 


If there is time 


to Springfield and branch thereof;’’ which was read 


the first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia. During my 
sickness, certain memorials of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania were presented to this House in 
relation to a bridge across the Ohio river, at W heel- 
ing. I now-beg leave to present a memorial of a 
portion of the members of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania,. 

A Memser. Present it under the rule. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Iwishtodoitnow. The 
memorial says, that the bridge across the Ohio 
river at Wheeling is not such an obstruction to 
the navigation of that river as to require its'eleva- 
tion to a greater height, or its abatement as a nui- 
sance. I also present a paper containing the offi- 
cial consent of the Wheeling and Belmont Bridge 
Company, asking that Congress may declare their 
bridges military roads, and pray for such protec- 
tion as Congress may give. I also hold in my 
hand a petition of nine hundred citizens of the 
county of Ohio, praying Congress to take that 
yublic work under its protection, as Congress is 
yound to do by the act of April 30th, 1802. All 
of which I desire to present to the House, in order 
that the papers may be referred to the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a bill, of which 
previous notice had been given. 


Mr. SMART moved that the House adjourn. 


Mr. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nays; | 


which were not ordered. 
The question was then taken, and the House 


| adjourned till Wednesday next, at 12 o’clock, m. | 


NOTICE OF A BILL, 
Mr. BARTLETT gave notice that on.to-morrow, or some 


| subsequent day, be should ask Jeave to introduce a bill, en- 
| titled, ‘* An act making an appropriation of public land to 


the State of Vermont, for internal improvements, the sup- | 
port of schools, and the support of the indigent deaf and | 
dumb, blind, and insane.” 


ren || 
| of the public lands to the actual settlers. 


tional compensation. 


| William White, and others, citizens of Philadel 


| lishment of a 


| 


H 


GLOBE 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate ca 
By Mr. FLORENCE : Memorial of J. D. Bast 
Simpson, Alexander K. Young, W. W. Pidgeon eed seh 
eitizens of Philadelphia, late assistant marshals ees Other 
ted States for taking the Seventh Census, praying sau 
Ying addi. 


Also, memorial of William Brookfield, Edgar T 
Thomas M. Richards, and others, citizens of Phijage..” 
remonstrating against the extension of the « Wooden 
Patent?’ for planing boards, &e. Vorth 

Also, memorial of Richard Haekett, Edward 
John Eckert, and others, citizens of Philadelphia ra 
for the extension of the “ Woodworth Patent” fo; ng 
boards, &e. Praning 

Also, resolutions of the General Assembly of | 
vania relative to the bridge over the , 
Wheeling. 

Also, memorial of Charles Lioyd, jr., Alexande, 
Smith, James Serrill, and others, citizens of De} : 
Philadelphia counties, praying that the soldie 
of 1812 may be allowed 160 acres of land, &c. 

Also, memorial of Samuel J. Burdick, Hugh Mec, 


Steever 
D. Pricks " 


. eunsy| 
Ohio river opposi 


H 
aware ang 
TS Of the way 


rinick 


; , : . ’ phia, pray 
ing for the extension of the ** Woodworth Patent” 2, 


planing boards, &c. 


Also, resolutions of the General Assembly of Penney 


| vania, relative to the improvement of harbors in the Dela 


ware bay and river. 

Also, memorial of Amos Smith, E. J. Young, payiy 
Applegate, and others, citizens of Philadetphia county. 
praying for the extension of the Woodworth patent ‘; 
planing boards, &c. 

Also, resolutiogps of the General Assembly of Pennsy|y, 
nia, relative to the construction of a ship-canal around the 
Falls of Sault Ste. Marie by the Government of the Uniteg 
States. : 


By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Charles W. Morga, 


| and others, praying that their claim on the United States 


may be referred to an auditor, for an adjustment and set 
tlement. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Plymouth county, Mas 
sachusetts, praying for an appropriation for the improv 
ment of the navigation of the North river in that county 

By Mr. ASH: The memorial of M. Loudon, P. y 
Walker, and 240 others, citizens of Wilmington, Nort) 
Carolina, against the extension of the Woodworth patey, 


| for planing boards, &c. 


By Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois: The petition of B. 
Wright and others, praying for the establishing of a post 


route from Warsaw to Augusta, in the State of Illinois, 


Also, the memorial of John A. Davis and 22 others, citi 
zens of Stephenson county, Illinois. praying for the freedom 


Also, the remonstrance of D. W. Gould and 80 others, 
citizens of Winnebago county, Illinois, against the renewal 


| of the expired patent tor McCormick’s reaper. 


By Mr. GAMBLE: The petition of the citizens of Clinton 
and Union counties, Pennsylvania, asking for the estab 
lisiiment of a new mail route from Logansville, in Clinton 


| county, to White Deer Mills, in Union county. 


Also, the remonstrance of the citizens of Pennsylvania 


|| against the renewal or extension of the Woodworth patent 


Also, the petition of the citizens of the State of Pennsy! 


| vania, asking for an increased duty upon iron, coal, and 


glass, for reasons therein set forth. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Union and Perry 
counties, in the State of Pennsylvania, asking for the estab 
new mail route from Millerstown, Perr 
county, through Riebfield, Juniata county, by way of Mount 
Pleasant Mills, Middieburg, Centerville, New Berlin, to 
Miflinburg, in Union county. 

By Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania: The memorial of 0 


| Collins, A. J. McClintock, G. B. Nicholson, Charles Deni 


son, and others, citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating 


against the renewal of the Parker patent. 


By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Ottawa 


| county, Ohio, asking an appropriation of $10,000 for th 


erection of a breakwater at Ottawa city, Olio. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Redfield, praying remunera 
tion for the loss of a vessel, destroyed by the enemy while 
in the service of the United States in the revolutionary war 

Also, the petition of Lewis Seitz and 80 other’, citizens 


| of Seneca county, Ohio, praying Congress to abolish the - 


office of chaplain in Congress, in the Army, and Navy, and 


| wherever it may exist under the authority of the United 


States. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Huddle and 62 other eit 
zens of the same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Wyandott county, Oo, 
asking the passage of a law authorizing the commissioners 


| of said county to enter, at the minimum price of $2 90 per 


acre, acertain lotofland mentioned therein, @ »ntaining A!) 
three acres, for the purpose of erecting thereon a county 
intirmary,for the support of the indigent insane and other 
purposes. 

Also, the memorial of Robert Crum, deputy marsbal 0 
Seneca county, Ohio, asking additional compensation for 
taking the census. 3 

Also, the memorials of S. W. Smith, deputy marsha! 0! 
Ottawa county, Ohio, Azuriah Root, deptty marshal © 


| Wyandott county, Ohio, and_ Gilbert Ashley, deputy mer 
; shal of Seneca county, Ohio, asking additional compen* 


tion for taking the census. . 
By Mr. COBB: A petition praying that the several acts 
of Congress which relate to invalid pensions, be 5° 


| amended as to embrace the widows and heirs of the off 


cers and soldiers, &c., of the war of 1812 with Great Britain, 
and the several indian wars since that date. - 3 
By Mr. KUHNS: The resolution of the State o! Penn 


| sylvania relative to the construction of a ship-canal around 


the Falls of the Sault Ste. Marie by the United States. 
Also, the memorial of George W. Clark, deputy — 
of Western Pennsylvania, for additional compensation [°F 
taking the census. 
By Mr. KING, 
zens of St. Lawrence county, 


of New York: Two memorials of cit 


New York, asking Congre® 
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a a for ship-canals around Niagara Falls, and the 

yo provi 

‘ate. Marie. . 

gaat 2. OB BINS: A petition signed by A. C. Gibson, 
By ther citizens of the county of Philadelphia, asking 

: i OS a to erant the application now before that body for 


"00 xtension of the patent for Woodworth’s planing ma- 
¢ ene , 


Ne ne the same subject, a petition signed by Wm. P. 
‘cb ‘t and 51 other citizens of the county of Philadel- 
prtehett 2 

same subject, a petition signed by G. 8. 


Ha ' 
jso, on tHe 7 Oe. ’ 
Ais0; 93 other citizens of the county of Philadel- 


W jjiams and 


on the same subject, a petition rigned by James K. 
| 80 other citizens of the county of Philadelphia. 
EDGERTON: The memorial of the Board of 
edo county, Ohio, for lights and buoys in the 
and for removing obstructions to the naviga 


1a 

4|s0, 
Vartin ant 

By Mr 
qrade of Tol 
vaumee Bay, 
aa a of citizens of Leipsie, Putnam county, Ohio, pray- 

~~ passage ofa law for the better observance of the 
anetns Sabbath, and to prohibit the carrying of the mails 

that day. a . om 

py Mr. FULLER, of Maine : ‘I he remonstrance of J. 8. 

“and 109 others, citizens of Hancock county, Maine, 
a int the renewal or further extension of the Woodworth 
> at planing machine, so cated. 

jlso, the petition of Joseph Allows, and also assistant 

vshalsof the county of Washington, Maine, praying Con- 
eee for additional compensatiag as assistant marshals of 
> vod States in taking the Seventh Census. 

seo, the remonstrance of Andrew Reig and others, of 

‘boc, Maine, against repealing the act of March 3, 1848, 
moditving the same. 
\Jso, the memorial of William P. Brown gnd 120 others, 
ing Congress to place certain piers and buoys in the 
ranee to Narraguagus harbor. 

ay Mr. FITCH: The petition of George Pomeroy, assist- 
sor marshal of Marshall county, Indiana, asking additional 
vnpensation for taking the census. 

450. the remonstrance of J. L. Jarnegan, and other citi- 

- of Indiana, against a renewal of a patent to Austin and 
vohyion Parker, tor alleged improvement in reaction water 


i 


wheels. 

ny Mr. BELL: The petition of William McIntosh and 
<. McCay, deputy marshals of Greene county, Ohio, praying 
yiditional compensation for taking the census. 

hy Mr. WELCH: The remonstrance of 39 citizens of 

ia county, Ohio, against the renewal or extension of the 

Voodworth patent. 

\lso, the petition of J. W. Bayard and Leonard Brown, 
f Athens county, Ohio, for additional compensation as 
«jstant marshals for taking the Seventh Census. 

By Mr. DEAN: The petition of Henry W. Bashford, 
W. P. Reviere, C. L. Nathens, A. P. Speedling, and others, 
exidents of Westchester county, New York, in favor of 
the extension of the Woodworth patent. 

\lso, the petition of James Allen, Thomas Road, and 

rs, eitiZens of the State of New York, in favor of the 

tension of the Woodworth patent. 

Ry Mr. HASCALL: The petition of Mary Stanton, for 
i pension for wounds received by her late husband, General 
Stanton, deceased, in the late war with Great 


al 
iba & 





Britain 

by Mr. PARKER, of Indiana: The petition of Andrew 
Heron, Richard Nash, and 75 others, eitizens of Rush and 
Fayette counties, Indiana, praying that mail and post office 
business be suspended on the Sabbath day. 


By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of George C. Best- | 


and 500 other citizens of Uinois for a grant of land to 
in the construction of a railroad from Burlington, Lowa, 
some convenient point west upon the Missouri river. 


Also, the petition of John King and 187 other citizens of | 
nois. for a grant of land to aid in the construction of a | 
railroad from Burlington, lowa, via Peoria, in Hlinois, to | 


Lafayette, in Indiana. 

hy Mr. MOREHEAD: The memorial of R. . Brown, 
Francis Watkins, Rebert Burns, Arehibald Wilson, Harly 
Brown, Samuel M. Hughes, Jesse Wheeler, Miles D. King, 
William P. Graves, and John P. H. Russ, assistant mar- 

s jor the distriet*of North Carolina, praying an increase 

‘compensation for taking the late census. 

Also, the memorial of Thomas D. Rosebraugh and others, 

uzens of the State of North Carolina, praying the estab- 
shment of a mail route from Salem, North Carolina, to 
Danville, Virginia, and for transporting the mail in eoaches. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: Two memorials from 
‘tzens of Philadelphia, asking for au extension of the 

Yoodworth patent. 

By Mr. DOTY : The petition of Daniel M. Whitney, G. 

Lawton, Marshal Ten Eyck, and other inhabitants of 

‘een Bay, for an appropriation for placing buoys to: mark 
‘ise channel at the mouth of the Neenah river, at the head 
‘Green Bay. 

Also, the nemorial of the Legislature pf Wisconsin, for 
‘crantof land to aid in the construction of a railroad froin 
Vileago, via Jonesville, to Lake Superior. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, for 
. wena ir and tri-weekly service from Sheboygan to 
een Bay. 

by Mr. BRENTON: The petition of Egbert B. Mott, as- 
“stant marshal in the State of Indiana, asking additional 
‘pensation for taking the census. . 
ane, the memorial of Zebina Rawson, of Noble county, 
“ana, asking for a pension. 


Ts 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, March 3, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C, M. Burzer. 
Mr. WADE presented the memorial of A. W. 


aul and others, proposing to construct a road 
‘rom the Missouri river to the Pacific ocean; 


— was referred to the Committee on Public | 


nds. 


| 


‘ 


———- 
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Also, a petition of citizens of Clark county, 
Ohio, remonstrating against an extension of the 
patent granted to W. W. Woodworth for a plan- 
ing machine; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee oh Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a memorial of William McFarlane, as- | 
sistant marshal for taking the Seventh Census in 
Mahoning county, Ohio, praying additional com- 


| pensation; which was referred to the Committee 
| of Claims. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of Gid- 
eon Hotchkiss, praying an extension of a patent 
granted to-him for certain improvements in water- 
wheels; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Maine, remonstrating against an extension of 
the patent granted to Austin and Zebulon Parker 
for improvements in water-wheels; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

Also, a petition of masters and owners of ves- 
sels at North Haven, Maine, praying the erection 
of a light-house on Heron Neck; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHASE presented the memorial of Charles 
A. Lamb, assistant marshal for taking the Census 
in Lueas county, Ohio, praying additional com- 


| pensation; which was referred to the Committee 


of Claims 
Mr. MASON presented the petition of George 


| Scott, praying a pension for twenty-eight years’ 


service in the Navy as officers’ cook; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of 
Matthew Rippey, praying that a patent may be 
granted to Conrad Wheat, junior, or his legal rep- 
resentative, for six hundred and forty acres of land 
according to the plot of survey under the New 
Madrid location certificate of said Wheat; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented eleven petitions of 
citizens of Indiana and Illinois, praying the estab- 


| lishment of a mail route from Maysville, Illinois, 


to New Harmony, Indiana; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Illinois, remon- 
strating against an extension of the patent granted 
to Cyrus H. McCormick for a reaping machine; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Patents 


and the Patent Office. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of the late Cap- 
tain William G. Williams, of the Corps of ‘Topo- 
graphical Engineers, for a settlement of his ac- 
counts at the Treasury upon equitable and just 


| principles; which was referred to the Committee 


of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of E. Backus and others, 
officers of the army in New Mexico, praying that 
the officers and enlisted men stationed in that Ter- 
ritory may be placed on the same footing, as to 


| pay, with those stationed in California and Oregon; 


which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
Mr. HUNTER presented a petition of news- 


paper agents in New York and Boston, praying 


| that the duty on foreign newspapers may be abol- 


ished; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. GWIN presented the petition of ‘Thomas 
W. Lane, for payment of certain drafts drawn 
and accepted by Governmenfagents, for transport- 
ation and subsistence furnished the Indian Com- 
mission in California; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of J. A. 
Vann, an assistant marshal for taking the Seventh 
Census in North Carolina, praying additiona! com- 


| pensation; which was referred to the Committee 


of Claims. 
Mr. JAMES presented a petition of citizens of 
the United States, remonstrating against the fur- 


| ther extension of W. W. Woodworth’s patent for 


a planing machine; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Perry county, In- 
diana, praying the organization of the Territor 
of Nebraska, and the settlement of the public 
lands therein to which the Indian title has been 


| extinguished; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Territories. 
Mr. CASS presented two memorials of mer- 
chants, shippers, ship-owners, underwriters, and 
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others, of Detroit, Michigan, praying a modifiea- 
tion of the act for the reduction of the costs and 
expenses of proceedings in admiralty; which were 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of Iowa, praying the establishment of a 
mail route from Monona to Decorah, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of John D. Jennings and oth 
ers, praying that a contract may be made with 
Ambrose W. Thompson for transporting the mails 
from the United States to the western coast of Ire 
land; which was referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs 

Also, the memorial of Hosea B. Horn and John 
J. Selman, praying a grant of land at the junction 
of the California and Oregon roads, for the pur 
pose of making a settlement in order to afford re- 
lief to emigrants overland; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of citiz®ns 
of Johnson county, lowa, held at Lowa City, and 
of a Railroad convention held at Fairfield, lowa, 
in favor of donations of land to the Dubuque and 
Keokuck, and the Davenport and Council Bluffs 
railroads: which were ordered to be laid on the 
table. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Lowa, 
for a grant of land from Burlington to Fort Des 
Moines, with a branch to Keosauqua, in Van Bu- 
ren county; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of Carrollton, Ohio, praying that the public lands 
may be sold only to actual settlers, and in limited 
quantities; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Also, « petition of citizens of Henderson county, 
Illinois, praying a grant of a section of land to 
every citizen of the United States upon becoming 
( which was 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Kirkland, Ohio 
a petition of citizens of Worcester, New York; 
and two petitions of citizens of Westford, New 
York, praying that the public lands may be grant 
ed, in limited quantities, to actual settlers only; 
which were referred to the Committee on Publi 
Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Wisconsin, praying a grant of land to the State 
of Michigan for the construction of the Oakland 
and Ottawa railroad; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands 

Mr. SOULE presented a resolution of t 
lature of Louisiana, in favor of the establishment 
ost office at the village of New Road, in the 
parish of Point Coupée; w hich was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Louisiana, 
in favor of the establishment of a mdil route from 
Harrisonbure to Winnsbor State: 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a petition of ship- 
nd other citizens of Phila- 
delphia, praving that further aid may be extended 
to Collins’s line of steamships; w! ich was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying a bounty land act; 
which was Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying that the introduction of convicts, felons, 

nd paupers into the United States may be pro 
hibited by law; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAWSON presented a petition of citizens 
of Bibb county, Georgia, remonstrating against an 
extension of the atent granted to W.W. Wood- 
worth for a planing machine; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Colonel James 
R. Creeey, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Military A (fairs. 

On motion by Mr. CHASE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Gideon Walker, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims 


an actual settler; referred to the Com- 


} 
ne Le vis- 


of a | 


us h, in that 


owners, merchants, 


modificatic n of he 
referred to the 
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On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Henry R. Schoolcraft, on 


| 


the filex of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on In- 


dian Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE? 


| eign vessel leaves the port of this country, the | 


lien becomes of no utility whatever. The bill || 
which I now propose to the consideration of the | 


|| Senate, provides that the lien shall attach immedi- || 


Ordered, That the petition of merchants, ship-masters, | 
and others, of Kennebunk, Maine, praying an appropriation | 
to complete the stone pier at the entrance of Kennebunk 


river, be referred to the Committec on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. BORLAND, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Thomas J. B. Johnson, on |) 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on | 


Private Land Claims. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee of 


Claims, to which was referred the petition of the | 


sureties of Daniel Winslow, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill for their relief; which was 
read and passed to the second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 


| sists of two sections, the first of which provides 


was referred the bill from the House of Repre- | 


sentatives for the relief of William Greer, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill to regu- 
late the terms of the district court of the United 
States for the district of lowa, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill granting 
to the State of Wisconsin the right of way and a 
donation of the public land, for the purpose of 
locating and constructing a railroad from Fond du 
Lac to Janesville, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to which was referred the 
petition of Bancroft Woodcock, praying for an 
extension of patent for improvement in ploughs, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Tobias Purrington, submitted an adverse report. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of cit- 
izens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, and the 
memorial of the inhabitants of St. Lawrence 
county, New York, on the subject of a ship-canal 
around the Falls of the Sault Ste. Marie, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to which was referred the memo- 
rial of Preston Staritt and others, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 


ately to the vessel, and that the party may relieve 
himself from that lien by giving a bond to secure 
the execution and the judgment, if one be ren- || 
dered against him. 

The provisions of this bill are all quite necessa- 
ry and important, and are placed on as favorable 
a foundation for the parties as they can well be. | 
There is now considerable complaint in New York 
that foreign vessels violate these laws, and escape || 
their penalties because the lien does not attach to | 
the vessels, thus giving them an opportunity to go | 
away and escape the penalty. 

The bill was then read a second time. It con- 
that the first section of the act to regulate the car- 
riage of passengers on board of merchant vessels, 
approved February 22d, and the eighth section of 
the act of March 17, 1848, be so amended as to | 
provide that when any master of a vessel shall 
violate the provisions of these sections by taking || 
on board their vesselsa greater number of passen- | 
gers than the proportion specified in said section | 
admit, the master of such vessel shall pay the sum | 
of $50 for each passenger so taken; the penalty to 
be recovered and distributed in like manner as is 
provided by the act to regulate the duties on ton- 
nage; and that every such master violating the sec- | 


| tions as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 


Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Patents | 


and the Patent Office, to which was referred the 
petition of Cyrus H. McCormick, praying an 
extension of his patent, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. 


PASSENGERS IN MERCHANT VESSELS. 


Mr. DAVIS. Lam directed by the Committee 
on Commerce to report a bill to amend an act 
entitled ‘An act to regulate the carriage of *pas- 
sengers in merchant vessels,’’ approved February 
22, 1847: and alsoy to amend an act entitled **An 
act to provide for the ventilation of passenger ves- 
sels,’ approved March 17, 1848. 

Mr. D. 
to take up that bill now, 

The bill was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is rather important, if this 
bill is passed at all, that it should be passed speed- 
ily. 
will see the propriety of the motion to take it up. 
The acts relating to passengers, which are re- 
ferred to in this bill, and of which this bill is an 
amendment, provide for certain penalties in case 


[ will ask the indulgence of the Senate | 


IT will state the object of it, and the Senate | 


of the violation of their provisions, and these pen- || 


alties are made a lien wpon the vessel. Thecourts 


in New York have fallen into some doubt and dif- | 


ficulty in regard to enforcing the provisions of the 
last named act by the lien. The object of this act 
is simply to-provide that the lien shall attach to 
the vessels in all cases; and the reason why ! wisk 
it acted upon now, is this: the principal usefulness 
of the act is its application to foreign vessels, and 
if its application is not immediate, and the for- 


demeanor; and, upon conviction, may be impris- | 
oned for any period not exceeding one year. 
The second section provides that the penalties | 
thus imposed shall be liens upon such vessels, and 
they may be libeled in the district courts of the 
United States held in the several States where such 
vessels may arrive; but that such vessel may be 
discharged from such lien by security being given 


for the payment of any judgment thus obtained, || 


There being no amendment, the bill was reported 


NOTICES OF BILLS. | 
| 


Mr. GWIWN gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize the payment | 
by the Surveyor General of California for the sur- 


veys which may be executed of any claims which || 


have been or may be presented to the Board of 
Land Commissioners for adjudication under the 
act of Congress approved 3d March, 1851, “to 
ascertain and settle the private land claims in the 
State of California.” 

Mr. MORTON gave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting the right of || 





way to ‘*the Pensacola and Navy-Yard Plank || 


Road Company’”’ through the public lands. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SEWARD, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the | 
relief of James McGregor; which was read a first | 
and second time by its title, and referred to the | 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

He also, agreeably to previous notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide | 
for the safety and the health of emigrant passen- | 
gers in merchant vessels; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the | 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ATCHISON, (on behalf of Mr. Brieur,) 
agreeably to previous notice, asked and obtained | 
leave to bring in a bill explanatory of an act enti- 
tled ** An act in addition to an act therein men- | 
tioned,’’ passed May 9, 1851; which was read a | 
first and second time by its title, and referred to | 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- || 


ment of the House of Representatives to the bill to 


fore for the appointment of a Superintendent of || 
ndian Affairs in California, and it concurred || 


therein. 
From explanations made by Senators, it ap- 


tion of the salary from $5,000 to $4,000. Subse- 


| quently the bill was received from the House, 


} 
| 
| 

i 


1} 


{| 


with the signature of the Speaker, and it was | 


'| signed by the President of the Senate. || 


CHARLES G. HUNTER. 

The following resolution, which was submitted | 

by Mr. Cremens on the 24th ultimo, was, on his 
motion, taken up and agreed to: 


| vouchers were not taken. 


| the hope that the Senate would ta 


|| the amendment from the House of f 


|| desires to speak upon the bill, as it } 


|| he is not here. 
|| jections to it, because if we are to have a 


| of taking up this bill. 


to the Senate, and was ordered to be engrossed for || 


| can it have - 
a third reading. | 


| then the bill 


see lle essence 
— —_—— 


arch 3 
—- ’ 
Resolved, That the Committee on Nayai Agu... 
strucfed to inquire into the expediency un be in. 
Charles G. Hunter the amount of losses sustai “nding 
while commanding the steamer % Beourse OY hig, 
And the 


schooner “Taney,” for supplies, for which the 
> Proper 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS 


Mr. BADGER and Mr. HUNTER expres 
ke up the th 
» IN order the 


Mat 
Lepresentatiy es 


making land warrants assignable 


might be disposed of. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa. I hope that bill will 
now be taken up. There are serious olyjo, - 
in my mind to its being taken up. 
place, the Senator from Maryland [ 


In the first 
Mr. Prary 


AS heey 
amended by the House of Representatives, 4). 
S, and 


In the second place, | have ob. 


, : : srant of 
land given to us to make a railroad in lowa, me 


do not want the land located by land-w 


: arrant 
speculators. We desire that these lands s} 


hall be 


| held back for that purpose, otherwise the gran, 


will avail but little; but if these warrants are as. 


| signed, the assignees will immediately locate ther 


on the intended route. I trust that, for that req. 
son, alse, this bill will not now be taken up, 

Sir, theregs still another reason which would 
urge. My colleague {Mr. ee is prepared to 
proceed with his remarks on the Iowa land j 
on which he has the floor. The consideration of 
that bill is the unfinished business, and | tryg: }: 
will not be laid aside for this or any other meas. 
ure. 

Mr. BADGER. The reasons assigned by the 
Senator from Iowa, show the manifest propriety 
If I understand him, he js 
opposed to this bill altogether. 

Mr JONES. I did not say so, nor did I meay 
to be so understood. 

Mr. BADGER. Then what possible influence 
on the particular bill of which he 
has charge, whether this bill is taken up and dis. 
posed of this week or next? Sir, it is almost uy- 
exampled, that a bill, which has come from the 
House of Representatives with an amendment, 
and been referred to a committee, and been re- 
ported back by that committee, should be allowed 
: the Senate tolie over so long, without its action 


|, either in concurring in the amendment of the 


House, or in rejecting it. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I do not wish to inter- 


_ rupt the Senator from North Carolina; but I hope 


my colleague will give way, and permit this bill to 
be taken up. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. This bill has been returned 
from the House of Representatives with an amend- 
ment. This amendment was referred to the Sen- 
ate committee, and that committee have reported 
it back, recommending that the amendment be not 
concurred in. 

Mr. BADGER. I have no objection to any 
particular form of taking the question; but | am so 
anxious to get rid of the matter that I will move 
that the Senate concur in the amendment of the 
House. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on agree- 
ing or disagreeing with the amendment. If the 
Senate determine not to agree to the amendment, 
oes back to the House. rs 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask for the reading of 


| the House amendment. 


The amendment was accordingly read. It pro- 


pases to strike out all after the first section of the 


ill, and insert a provision that warrants, which 


|| have been, or may hereafter be, issued in pursuance 
| of the act of 1850, may be located upon any lands 


of the United States, subject to private entry al the 
time of such location, at the minimum price; pre- 
vided, that when said warrants shall be located 
upon lands which are subject to entry at a greater 
minimum than $1 25 per acre, the locator of the 
land warrants shall pay to the United States ™ 


: '| cash the difference between the value of such war 
| peared that the amendment consisted of the reduc- 


rants at $1 25 per acre, and the tract of land lo 
cated on. i 

Mr. WALKER. I believe that the Committe 
on Public Lands recommend that the Senate dis- 
agree with the amendments of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

The PRESIDENT. That is the recommenda- 
tion of the committee. 

Mr. BADGER. Out of deference to the com 
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vee who made th 
pittee ‘and by my friend from lowa that that 

smendation was unanimous, | will withdraw 
oa vjon to agree to the House amendment, and 
mé - 


lead to the appointment of a committee 


ynders 


my 
that may 
f conference. i) os 
w The PRESIDENT. The question is, will the 
Senate agree 
»ptatives ? 

heres HUNTER. I think there would be some 
er, were the Senate to agree to that amend- 
oo 1 understand that the Committee on Public 
rand are unanimous, They think that some of 
she changes made 
rious consequences. 

Mr. BADGER. 
.. ondment. 
a UNTER. I hope we shall disagree with 
the anendment, and leave the bill as we sent it to | 
the House. I think it is a safer bill as we sent it 
» the House than it is in its present shape. 
, Mr. BORLAND. L am ootey that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Lands is not here 
to present to the Senate the views of the commit- 
tee; but [ can state that the committee were unan- | 
imous in disagreeing to the amendment of the 
House, and in insisting on the bill as it assed the 
Senate. {do not feel prepared to go fully into the 
subject, and for that reason I should be unwilling 
ty see a vote taken on this amendment without | 
gone explanation of the matter, so that the Senate 
may clearly understand it. 

Mr. BADGER. Weallunderstand it. 
take the vote upon it. 


Mr. BORLAND. 


willing —— 


Then I move to disagree with | 


cussed here for years. 

Mr. BORLAND. Then all I have to say is, 
that there are good reasons with\which J will not 
now occupy the attention of the Senate, that would 
satisfy the Senate fully, not only as to the pro- 
priety of the bill as we passed it, butas to the 
great impropriety and impolicy of the amendment 


of it which extends the operation of the bill and 


gives greater facilities for the location of these land | 


warrants. 
Mr. DAVIS. 
bill read which the House has retained. 


The PRESIDENT. The House has retained 


- the first section only. 
The provision was read accordingly. 


Mr. CASS. That I understand is the section | 


which was passed by the Senate. I should like 


now to hear what change is proposed to be made | 


in the bill. 

The PRESIDENT. The change proposed is 
to strike out all the other sections of whe bill as it 
pa the Senate, and substitute provisions which 
have been adopted by the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. CASS. It is said that the House of Rep- 
resentatives have made material changes in the bill 
in regard to the location of the land warrants. 

Mr. BADGER. The House of Representatives 
proposes to strike out everything except the first 
section, and ther to add provisos. 

Mr. CASS. Well, let the provisos be read. 

They were read accordingty. 

The bill as amended by the House of Repre- 
sentatives is as follows: 


“ Be it enacted, &c., Thatall warrants for military bounty 
land, which have been or may hereafter be issued under 
any law of the United States, and all valid locations of the 
fame, which have been, or may hereafter be made, are 
hereby declared to be assignable, by deed or instrument of 
Wnting, made and executed after the taking effect of this 
¥!, according to such form, and pursuant to such regula- 
tons as may be prescribed by the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, so as to vest the assignee with all the 
rights of the original owners of the warrant or location : 
Provided, That any person entitled to preémption right to 
any land, shall be entitled to use any sueh land warrant in 
payment of the same, at the rate of $1 25 per acre, for the 
quantity of land therein specified : Provided, That the war- 
rinis which have been, or may hereafter be issued, in pur- 
suanee of said act or of this act, may be located upon any 
lands of the United States subject to private entry at the 
ume of such location, atthe minimum price: Provided fur- 
ther, That when said warrants shall be located upon lands 
which are subject to entry at a greater ninimum than $1 25 
per acre, the locators of said warrants shall pay to the 
United States, in cash, the difference between the value of 
ae at $1 25 per acre, and the tract of land loca- 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 


those sections which the House of Representatives 
Propose to strike out. 


to the amendment of the House of || 


in the House would lead to se- || 


|| the land offices. 


Let us | 


If I thought so I would be | 
{. BADGER. The question has been dis- | 


|| of the 7 partys as [ saw them do in the 


I desire to hear that part of the | 
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———— = ae : 
that recommendation, as I | The PRESIDENT. Those portions of the bill 
| will be read. 





Mr. HUNTER. [ think I can explain the dif- 
| ference satisfactorilyto the Senator from Pennsy!- 
| Vania without the necessity of again readitig those 
| portions of the bill. The great difference between 
| the sections of the bill as it went from the Senate, 
and the provisions which the House of Represent- 
atives propose to substitute is this: The House 
proposes to allow bounty land warrants to be lo- 
cated on any lands hereafter to be exposed for 
sale. There was a provision in the civil and dip- 
| lomatic appropriation bill of the last year provid- 
ing that these warrants should only be located on 
those lands which were then exposed for sale. 


| The result would be that we should derive no rev- 


enue, for a considerable time at least, from the 
| public lands. If we adhere to the bill as we sent 
it to the House of Representatives, we may‘still 
derive a revenue from the lands brought into mar- 
| ket after the passage of the aet. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I am very sorry that the 
| chairman of the committee which reported this bill 
| is not present to explain it, as it was originally re- 
ported. If 1 understand the matter correctly, it is 
a bill which passed the Senate originally with a 
| provision, in addition to making the land warrants 
| assignable, to pay the registers and receivers at 
I had something to do, being on 
the Committee on Public Lands, with the prepar- 
ation of the original bill. It passed the Senate 
and went to the House, and the House has struck 
out all that relates to the compensation of the re- 
gisters and receivers, and sent the bill back, sim- 
ply providing for the assignability of land war- 
rants, with some other smal! amendments. 

Now, for one, [ shall oppose the passage of 
| any bill of that kind until the House consents to 

make some provision for those officers who are 
now performing their duties without any compen- 
sation. I am actually astonished, that gentlemen 





} . . . 
House, should blindly and inconsiderately vote 


: || against making any provision for the men who are 
proposed by the House, particularly to that part | ivi 


now in office, receiving no compensation what- 
ever. 

This is a subject that I understand, having been 
at one time at the head of the Land Office, and be- 
ing also a representative of a Western State; and 
I know these officers cannot perform their duty 
without compensation. Sir, in my own State 
there is not a man in any of these land offices 
who is receiving anything more than a mere nom- 
inal compensation. All the lands are now entered 
by land warrants, and the law has allowed them 
no compensation, or what is only a mere nominal 
one, for that duty, and yet the labor is fourfold, 
| even more than fourfold, what it is when the en- 
|| try is made by a cash payment. 

This matter was all well considered by the com- 
|| mittee in regard to the original bill, and our inten- 
| tion was that we would make this carry through 
the other bill. I am satisfied from what I see, 
| that unless we hold on here to the original bill, 
|| we shall never get any provision made for the men 
| who are now performing duty as land officers. | 
| cannot go into the history of the legislation upon 
| this subject; it would take too long a time to do so; 
{| but I call on any Senator from a Western State to 
|| say whether these men can live as officers without 
| receiving further compensation. There are gen- 
| tlemen here who have been officers themselves, 
and they will sustain me in what I have stated. 
|| It is very singular that we must fight for those 
| very men who have been put in by the Adminis- 
| tration, and fight against the friends of the Admin- 
| istration to get a compensation for them, not in 
| this body, but in the House of Representatives. I 
| have been astonished to see the contest there. I 
shall oppose the passage of this bill in any shape, 
| unless it provides a compensation for the officers 
| which I have named. 
Mr. BORLAND. I am sorry to be under the 
necessity of speaking upon this subject, and I am 
| sorry that the chairman of the committee is not 
| present; but I think I represent the committee 
| fairly when I say that the amendment of the 
| House strikes out the best features of the bill, as 
it passed the Senate, and it adds another which 
|| makes it very objectionable. They struck out 
| that portion of the bill spoken of by the honorable 








I ask for the reading of | Senator from Illinois, thereby refusing additional 


|| compensation to the land officers, and refusing it 
i| too at the very same time that they deprive them, 
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by the terms of the bill itself, of the compensation 
to which they were entitled by the law which ex- 
isted when they went into office. They are by 
law entitled to a specific salary, and in addition 
to that, to a percentage upon the money which 
they receive. 

This bill, by making the land warrants receiv- 
able for land, of course deprives them of the per- 
centage they would receive upon cash receipts; 
and at the same time, as the Senator from Illinois 
remarked, making their labor fourfold, or more 
than fourfold, greater than before. I think we 
have no right to pass this bill making land war- 
rants assignable, or giving land warrants at all for 
military services, without at the same time pro- 
viding for these officers in some other way the 
amount of compensation they would be entitled 
to but for the passage of this bill. Under laws 
long existing, these officers have gone into office, 
amd were entitled to receive a certain compensa- 
tion for their services. We now go to work and 
legislate them out of the compensation to which 
they were lawfully entitled. it seems to me that 
that sense of justice which every Senator must en- 
tertain, would compel us to make this provision 
for them, and allow them a fair compensation for 
their labor. 

Sir, this amendment is objectionable in another 
respect, for it deprives a large number of _merito- 
rious individuals of a provision of bount¥ lands, 
who have claims equally meritorious as those we 


| have provided for. The object of the bill, as it 


passed the Senate, is.to put all persons on the 
same footing who have rendered military service 
to the country. It was not to discriminate, but to 
place all who were equally meritorious upon the 
same footing. The amendment, as it comes from 
the House, strikes out this provision of the bill, 
and discriminates offensively and injuriously. 

But I said that the amendment not only struck 
out portions of the bill which were themselves 
meritorious, but added a feature which is seriously 
objectionable. The first section of the bill, as it 
passed the Senate, permitted the land warrants to 
be located upon any Jand in market, and subject 
to entry at private sale, with proper restrictions. 
The House has so amended it that they throw 
open the whole body of the public lands, not only 
that which we have now, but that which we may 
have hereafter; and subjects the whole to the oper- 
ation of these land warrants. The effect of it 
must be, as any one can see, to induce speculators 
to monopolize the land warrants and hoard them 
up, or concentrate them on large tracts of land 
which are not now in the market, and not only 
deprive the Government, in this way, of all rev 
enue to be derived from the public lands—which 
seems to be a consideration with those who look 
to the public lands as a source of revenue—but 
seriously injure those who have located in the 
country, by preventing the settlement of the coun- 
try and the opening of it to improvement, and con 
sequently preventing an increase in the value of 
the lands. 

1 am sorry that I had not expected to be called 
on to explain this subject, in order that I might 
have prepared myself to present the views which 
were given in the committee in a proper manner to 
the Senate. These are the reasons which oper- 
ated upon the committee in objecting to the amend- 
ment. of the House, and recommending that we 
should insist upon the bill as it passed the Senate. 
I think the proper course will be to insist upon 
the bill as we passed it, and Jet it go back to the 
House, and a committee of conference be appointed 
to adjust the difference between us. 

Mr. DAVIS. In my opinion, the most expe- 
dient course for the Senate to pursue is to agree 
to the amendment proposed by the House. My 
reasons for suggesting this as the more appropriate 
course, are founded principally upon the fact that 
a large number of the persons who were benefited 
by'the act of 1850, were by that act denied the 
privilege of using and disposing of the benefit 
which 1s conferred upon them, according to their 
own judgment. They are insulted, 1 may say, 
with a provision in that bill, denying to them the 
right of transferring this property according to 
their owp judgment and discretion. It is that 
offensive fzature of the bill which ‘ve set out to re- 
move when we began to legislate upon this subject; 
and by that portion of the bill which is now left, 
it is removed, and therefore it is that | would vote 

| to concur in the amendment of the House, in order 
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to obtain that object which I consider of so much 
importance to these individuals. 

Vhatis the objection to it? It is said that many 
and valuable provisions which were inserted in 
the bill which passed the Senate, have been struck 
yat by the House of Representatives. | know 
very well that provisions Lave been struck out of 
which I most heartily and cordially approve; and 
among others, those which were referred to by the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr.Saretps.] | am quite 
willing that the officers to whom he referred should 
have a suitable compensation for their services; 
iat I put it to my friend as a man of honor, and 
as « man who loves to extend justice to all who 
are entitled to it, whether it is right to endanger 
the ‘rights of the individuals to whom I have re- 
ferred, in order to compel the House of Represent- 
atives to do justice to another set of individuals? 
I think itis a principle which the honorable Sen- 
ator will not, upon reflection, attempt to enforce. 
lie withholds a measure of justice which is emi- 
wently required and demanded by the individuals 
for whom the provision is made, and he withholds 
it to obtain another object which he has in view. 
I think that course cannot be justified. While I 
approve the provisions to which the honorable 
Senator has referred with regard to the land offi- 
ces, and desire that they should be adopted, I also 
desire that certain other provisions contained in 
that bill, which were struck out by the House, 
should become a law; andI understand that the 
House of Representatives have the subject now 
before them in an independent bill, having sepa- 
rated it from this, because there were matters of 
controversy contained in the provisions which they 
struck out. They have now introduced them in 
a separate bill, as | understand, and propose to 
act upon it whenever they have time and an op- 
portunity to doit. They have separated the sub- 
jects #0 as to give dispatch to business, and in my 
opinion, it was just and proper to do so if there 
was a controversy that was likely to create delay 
in the passage of this bill. 

The honorable Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hun- 
TERK} says, there is an additional clause in the 
imendment of the Elouse, by which the privilege 
of location is extended to other lands than those 
which were indicated by the original bill, to any 
lands which are surveyed and brought into market, 
not only those which are sold at the minimum 
price, but those brought in ata larger price. I 

ee no injustice in that, no objectionable principle 
or feature in it. If you intend to give to the old 
soldiers of the war of 1812 a douceur which shall 
be acceptable to them, why not give it to them in 
the form which 1s usual; why not give them an 
opportunity to locate upon any lands which are 
in market, not only those which are in the market 
it the day the bill passes, but those which shall be 
rought in hereafter? What objection can there 
be to that? So far as I am concerned, the bill is 
very acceptable to me as it is. 

lhe Senator says the revenue will be impaired 
by the operation of this mmendment. It may be 
so; but even if it is so, I do not think that it is any 
'bjection to it. IT can see no impropriety in it. 
But I do not understand how the revenue is to be 
impaired by it. They can take up the land as- 
signed by the warrants, and no more. Of what 
consequence is it in what part of the country they 
take it, or whether they take it from land in the 
market at the time the bill is passed, or from that 
which shall come into the market afterwards. I 
hope all the friends of the old soldiers, provided for 
by those bills, will vote to agree to the amendment 
of the House, and let the bill become a law. 

Mr. WALKER. [think theamendmentof the 
House of Representatives is about all that is ne- 
cessary to make this preéminently a scheme for 
speculation. | thought it was bad enough when 
he bill passed the Senate, but it is wonderfully 
improved by the House of Representatives. As 
the bill passed the Senate, the preémptor, the man 
entitled to a preémption right, had the privilege of 
purchasing the land to which he had the preémp- 
tion, with these land warrants. But as it comes 


back from the House of Representatives, he is cut | 


off from that privilege, while the new surveys and 
new purchases are thrown completely open to him 
who holds the land warrants, for speculation. This 
is the way it operates. Between the time of the 
proclamation of the President for the public sales 
of the lands, and the time of the sales, the settlers 


on the lands preéifpted will be unable to come for- |, 
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ward and prove their preémption right. 
would be permitted by our bill to pay for the land 
with a land warrant. But the House strikes out 
that provision, and for what? 
the land subject to private entry to the land war- 
rant speculators. But at the time the preémptor 
wants to pay for his preémption, ?t is not open to 
sale, and therefore it strikes down his privilege 
just at the only instant at which he could avail 
himself of it. Soit will be seen that this bill would 
seem to have been framed, if not with the express 
design, yet with the inevitable tendency to benefit 
the speculators and not the settlers. The result 
would be just this. It will be seen that as the new 
tracts of country become subject to private entry, 
when new Indian purchases are made and new 
surveys take place and the lands become subject 
to private entry, these land warrants will be im- 
mensely valuable, ' 
speculators in Wall street to hoard up the war- 
rants, in anticipation of the new lands coming into 
market. There they will be held. They will not 
go to the old refuse lands, but will wait till the new 
purchases and the new surveys are made, and then 
locate their warrants in the best part of the coun- 


try, in the meantime, the settler not being per- | 
Sir, it is ene of the | 
most ingenious things In its operation, if not in its | 


mitted to locate any of them. 


design, for aiding the speculator, that has ever 
come before the Senate. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
said by my friend from Wisconsin, I will say, 


and I will confine myself to one point, that these | 


assignees, who have now a great advantage in 


vetting warrants at a large discount, will be able 


to enter these warrants without giving any com- 
pensation to the officer. 

Now, sir, the bill, as it originally passed the 
Senate, establishes this principle: that the assignee, 
when he makes an entry, shall pay exactly the 
same amount as if the entry was made for cash. 


It-is not to be paid out of the Treasury, but by | 


the assignee or owner who makes the entry. 


The honorable Senator from Massachusetts says | 
that he wishes that question to come up for con- | 


sideration by itself, in a separate bill. Such a 
proposition has been before the Senate for three or 
four sessions, and has failed; and the only,hope 


which we have of passing it is, to connect it with | 


this bill. It ought to have been passed with the 
original bill. Sir, when this bill becomes a law, 


all the lands throughout the country will be en- | 


tered with these warrants, and not taken up for 
eash. 


answer the same purpose. And how are these 
land officers to live? They get no percentage. 
You have changed the currency, so far as the pub- 
lic lands are concerned, from cash to these land 


warrants, and you do not provide the same com- | 
pensation which you gave to your officers when | 
This has been | 


the entries were made with cash. 
an oversight from the commencement. When we 
commenced this species of legislation we ought, 


with something like provident foresight, to have | 


made provision for these men. We neglected 
them, and we shall only be augmenting that ne- 
elect if we pass this amendment. - As the bill was 
originally framed, it compelled the assignees of 
these land warrants to pay the same for making 


an entry as they would have done if they had en- | 


tered their land with cash. If you pass this bill 
as it is now, you enable parties to speculate with 
these warrants, and to make an entry without 
paying anything. You compel your officers to 
work for the speculator, without giving them a 
single cent for the performance of their labor. 
And if the Government appoint officers, and then 


starve them while in office—and I know they are 


doing it throughout the country—will Senators 
tell me that it shall be continued ? 
Mr. HUNTER. 


in relation to the difference betweenAhe law as it 


would stand without the amendment of the House | 


and the House amendment. Here is the proviso 


to which I referred in the civil and diplomatic bill | 


of 1851]: 


“ Provided, That no land bounty for military services 
granted under the act of 28th of September, 1850, entitled | 


‘An act granting bounty lands to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the military service of the 
United States,’ or by virtue of any other act of Congress, 
heretofore passed, granting land bounties for military ser- 


vices, shall be satisfied out of any public land not hereto- | 
fore Brought into market, and now subject to entry at pri-_| 


vate sale under existing laws.” 


To throw open all | 


It will be the policy of the | 


In addition to what has been | 


| Mexico. 


No man will enter land with cash when he | 
can procure warrants ata less price which will | 


A single word of explanation | 


They | 


So that if the amendment which the Hi 
Representatives have sent to us be 
the locators of bounty lands can only locat ' 
on lands rp re to private entry at the vis then 
passage of this proviso. If we adopt the . 
ment of the House, bounty lands may 
on any lands which may be hereafter broyohy, 
market. I have heard, as the Senator from Wee 
consin has suggested, that a large amount of th . 
land warrants are being held back in the hieai 
companies and individuals. If we adont o 
amendment of the House, we may all see t, a 
it would lead. If the bounty land bill js on 
quire, for the satisfaction of land warrani 
large a number of acres as has been com 
this amendment of the House, if passed } 
law, would lead to this result—that we sho 
nothing into the public Treasury from the py! 
lands for years to come. ‘I think, therefor, 
it would he safer (for 1 do not wis! 


USe of 
not ads tad 


1€ alend. 
be located 


al 
re. 
» as 
ted. 
nwo 


u ld get 


s : ; 1 tO Consume 
time upon this question) to adopt the recom. 
mendation of the Committee on Public Lands 
and disagree to the amendment of the Heian 
They doubtless will insist, and we shall have » 
committee of conference, who will regulate this 
matter and present us some proposition on whjej 
we can vote. Without further loss of time | 
hope it will be the pleasure of the Senate to dei. 
gree with the amendments of the House, and they 
we may have a committee of conference, 

Mr. BORLAND. | desire simply to eal} thy 
attention of the Senate to this one point: The act 
of 1850 was passed for the purpose of giving lan 
to various individuals who were considered equally 
meritorious with those to whom lands were eiy. 
for service in Mexico. We neglected at that tins 
(for it seems to have been an oversight jy oy; 


legislation) to put them upon the same footing, by 


| making their land warrants assignable, as those 


whom l@d warrants were granted for service jp 
The object of the bill now before the 
Senate is to put those to whom we gave bow 
lands in 1850, on an equality in al! respects, as fir 
as possible, with those to whom we gave bounty 
land for service in Mexico. The bill, as passed 
by the Senate and sent to the House, accomplished 
that object. The amendment of the House changes 
that feature of the bill, and makes a discrimina 
tion against those who have heretofore received 
land bounties for services in Mexico and else. 
where, and who have located them, and gives 
ereater advantages and confers greater value 0 
such warrants issued under the act of September 
28th, 1850, as have not yet been located. || 
opens a much wider field and much better land 
for the location of these warrants. For one, | pro 
test against making the discrimination against gir- 
ing this increased compensation to persons who 
may now hold land warrants in their hands who 
may have purchased them for speculation, or who 
may hereafter do so. It is discriminating against 
those for whose benefit the law was originally 
passed. . 
Mr. GEYER. If I understand the honorable 


Senator from Massachusetts, he is of opinion thet 
: > 


| the provisions of this bill stricken out by the House 


ought to pass at some time and in some form; but 
he desires that we shall concur in the amendwen, 
under the expectatiog that the House will at some 
time pass a bill that will cover all those provisions 
To my wind it appears better, while we are upo! 
the subject of these land warrants, to pass all the 
provisions that can pass both Houses, and tol 
corporate them in one bill. If we disagree to the 
amendment of the House, there will, in al! prove: 
bility, be a committee of conference, and we sha 
then ascertain what can be done upon the whos 
subject of military bounty lands, and do ali the 
we can do in a single bill. 
There are some objections, which have not bet! 
mentioned by honorable Senators, to the amend 
ment made by the House to the first section of te 
bill. I suggested the other day the propriety \’ 
making an additional provision in the bills grant 
ing land to the States to aid in the construction © 
railroads, requiring that the reserved lands should 
be put up at public sale. I stated then my reasons 
for that opinion. I believe that most of those 
lands will sell fora greatly augmented price beyond 
the minimum fixed by the bills. When those 
bills, if any of them, shall pass, provision call be 


made by which the lands reserved shall be expose 


to pubhe sale, and by which entries shall not be 


made wntil after the lands shall have been so & 
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_—— ! 
[ think it is good policy, and that || justice to the registers and receivers will be done. 
If we agree to the amendment of the House of 
tepresentatives; if we agree to permit this bill to 
ass now, as amended by the oune we lose all 
ae of doing justice to these men; because | am 
confident the House of Representatives will not 
pass a bill to give them their usual compensation, 
if presented by itself. I hop@ therefore, that the 
amendment of the House will not be concurred in. 

Mr. GEYER. Il desire to correct a misappre- 
hension which seems to be.entertained by the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentueky, with reference to 
the rémarks which I submitted. I doso because it 
is possible that other Senators also may have mis- 
understood me. I do not propose to propose an 
amendment to this bill now. but to submit amend- 
ments to the bills providing for grants of land to 
aid in the construction of railroads. Ali the re- 
served sections of those lands are not now subject 
to entry at all. When those bills shall come up, 
I wish to have an amendment made to offer the 
reserved sections at public sale. I think itis a 
provision that should be inserted in all bills grant- 
ing lands in aid of the construction of railroads; 
and I have prepared an amendment to one of the 
bills of that sort under the consideration of the 
Senate, with the view to bring the question before 
Senators. 

Mr. FELCH. I was not in my seat when this 
discussion commenced. I have in my hand a 
letter from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office on one point pertaining to this amendment, 
and if desired, | will read it to the Senate. The 


ed to sale. “ | 
pose’ erestg of the Treasury require that tbe re- 
ane we? ds should not be subject to entry until 
serve | have been offered at public sale. 


ev sau 


pos 


u ‘ CASS. I agree fully with the honorable | 
r Aww 7 : < > 
at from Missouri. ‘The propriety of what 
Senate 


ve quewested struck me so strongly, that I had 
he aot proposing the very subject he has 
te euewested; and I trust it will be proposed in 
now oh the bills before us. I hope it will be pro- 
ered the none of the reserved sections shall be 
cd at public sale. The honorable Senator 
Georgia, (Mr. Dawson,] in his speech day 
aw yesterday , estimated the value of the lands 
a the State of Illinois, which have finally 
i a company for the construction of a rail- 
P sd, at gl per acre. Ihe reserved sections, of 
~ourse would bring the same price as the granted 
section. The way to get at the full value, then, 
yould be to offer the reserved lands at public sale. 
That would show whether or not there was an in- 
wregsed Value given to the lands. If there is, it is 
aad as proper for the Government to. enter into 
‘ompetitlon y as for a State to do so. Soit was In 
she commencement; and I think the suggestion of 
wy honorable friend from Missouri is the precise 
quggestion that should be made. I would insert, 
_seery one of these bills, provisions that the 
reserved lands should not be offered, except at 
oyblic sale. ‘Then the United States would get a 
bie price for the reserved lands. You ought riot 
» allow any locator, or any one else, to take pos- |, 
wssion before the land has been offered for sale. 
You would then keep the advantage of it to your- 


sold 


lyes. 
eur. UNDERWOOD. However desirable it 
may be to make such a provision, I doubt the 
soley of introducing it into this bill; and if it 
should be introduced, it can, perhaps, only be done 
vier the appointment of a committee of confer- 
ence by the two Houses. My object in rising is, 
« say that the Committee on Public Lands, who 
investigated this subject, came to the conclusion 
that unless some provision was meade for the pay- 
ment of the registers and receivers of the various 
and offices,as suggested by my friend from Illinois, 
in this bill, perhaps it would be impossible to get a 
separate bill through during the present session; 
ind when you are doubling the labors of these 
men, the question is, will you allow them some 
sompensation for it? By bringing these lands into | 
market by the land warrant system, you are ab- 
cracting the commission which these officers 
would receive upon the lands sold for ‘cash. The 
proposition to compensate them is so reasonable 
io me—although I do not feel the sympathy which 
gentlemen representing the land States do upon | 
the subject—that I cannot fail to say that I must 
imitate the conduct of the Senator from Virginia, 
and insist upon the bill as we sent it to the House, | 
ind reject the amendments of the House. I hope, 
therefore, that, without consuming further time, | 
unless some gentleman has any idea which he 
wishes to suggest, we shall take the vote immedi- 
ately, and insist on the bill as it passed the Senate. || 
If it leads to a committee of conference, we may 
arrange the subject as best we can. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I concur very fully in the 
views taken by the Senator from Virginia, who has | 
stated that if this bill pass awit has Deen amended 
by the House of Representatives, all the lands, in- 
luding the reserved lands, will be taken up by 
land warrants. I am confident that thousands of | 
these land warrants have been held back expressly || 
lor the passage of this bill, in order that they may 
b¢ located on lands from which they have been 
heretofore excluded. I am personally acquainted 
with the land officers in my own State, and with 
many in Illinois and Missouri. I know, from 
having been in these offices, that they have been 
compelled to employ additional clerical force to 
tnable them to enter land warrants. The Senator 
‘rom Massachusetts says we ought to give a| 
doweur to the old soldi@rs. I am perfectly willing | 
0 do that; but when we are doing that, will we 
permit the ee and receivers to sit up until 
midnight, as I know they sometimes do, in the 
“wcharge of their duties—being unable to pay for 
“lerk hire—and not pay them the same compensa- 
ton which they are paid for entering cash sales? 

heir compensation cannot in any case exceed 
“00 a year—no matter how many acres of land 
‘hey may sell—no matter how many millions of 
‘ollars they may take in. I hope that this act of 


| rants. 
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, House of Representatives, by their amendment, 


have not only stricken out portions of the bill 
which I think ought to be retained, but they have 
added a proviso about which the Commissioner of 


| the General Land Office has'made a communica- 
| tion to the Committee on Public 


Lands. That 
proviso is: 

‘That the warrants which have been, or may hereafter 
be, issued in pursuance of said act, or of this act, may be 
located upon any lands of the United States, subject to pri 
vate entry at the time of such location, at the minimum 
price.’’ 

Now this, as has been justly remarked, throws 
open for location the reserved lands along the line 
of railroad in Illinois, and some other States, 
which could not otherwise be taken up by land war- 
Some objections to that point of the sub- 
ject have already been stated. Another objection 
which has suggested itself to my mind is this: 
Under the present law granting bounty lands, the 
beneficiary is required to take his lands all in one 
body. The holder of a hundred and sixty acre 
land warrant must take his one hundred and sixty 
acres allin one body. This proviso, however, if 
adopted, will repeal that provision, and will enable 
a party holding a warrant for one hundred and 
sixty acres to takeitin forty acre lots. The effect 
of this always is to withhold from sale for a long 
time these forty acre lots. It virtually divides up 
the public territory. By having such small par- 
cels, no man will purchase them for a farm—no 


| man will purchase them for settlement except the 


owner of an adjoining tract. The effect of the 
proviso, then, would be to exclude all others from 
purchasing. This point is fully stated in the letter 
to which I have referred, and if any Senator de- 
sires to hear it, I will have it read. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
amendment of the House of Representatives, and 
it was decided in the negative. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill granting the right of way and making a grant 
of land to the State of lowa, in aid of the con- 
struction of certain railroads in said State. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, addressed the Senate 
in favor of the bill, and in opposition to the 
amendment of Mr. Unperwoop, until the usual 
hour of adjournment, when, without finishing, he 
yielded the floor. The speech will be published 
in the Appendix. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 3, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’ctlock, m. 


by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 
The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 


GRANT OF LANDS TO MISSOURI. 
The SPEAKER stated, as the first business in 


Prayer 





569 


order, tHe bill granting lands to the State of Mis- 
souri, to aid in the construction of certain railroads 
therein, and that the gentleman from New York 
{[Mr. Bennett] was entitled to the floor. 


CANAL AROUND THE FALLS OF THE OHIO 

Mr. DISNEY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to present certain resoli 
by the Legislature of Ohio. They will not occupy 
much time. I only desire to have them referred 
to the appropriate committee and printed 

There being no objec tion, 

Mr. DISNEY ted the joint resoluuons of 
the Legislature ‘Of Ohio, relative to th nsts 
tion of a canal on the Indiana side of the Falls of 
the Ohio river; which 

Mr. D. then moved 


uons passed 


resel 


having been read, 
iney 


+} : . 
tna Ait pri en 


referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca : 
Mr. MASON. I do not see any necess } fi 
the printing of those resolutions. The subjec 


has undergone investigation before the Committee 


on Roads and Canals, and a bill has been ordered 
to be reported, which the chairman of the 
mittee will report at the first convenient opportu 
nity. It would be incurring unnecessary expens 
to print these resolutions. A number of 
tions of the same kind, contaming the same views 
—I was going to say, the same erroneous sugges 


com 


resoiu 


tions—have been before the committee, and | can 
see no reason for printing these. 

Mr. DISNEY. I am rather surprised at the 
objection offered by the gentleman from Ken 
tucky; for it has been the universal us 
House, out of courtesy and respect to the Legis 
latures of the different States, to print all 
ments emanating from them, and present 
consideration. 

Mr. MASON. If that has 
will withdraw my objection. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Disney 
motion, and it was agreed to. 


re ot th 3 


do il 
ed for our 


been the sage, I 


PUBLICATION OF THE CENSUS RETURNS. 

Mr. HASCALL, by unanimous consent, pre 
sented joint resolutions passed by the Legislature 
of the State of New York, in regard to the comp: 
lation and publication of the Compendium of the 
Sixth and Seventh Censuses of the United States 
which were read. 

Mr. H. moved that the resolutions be 
to a select committee. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, moved their refer 
ence to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish to make a su 
in reference to the disposition of these resolutions 
I have myself received a copy of them, and hav 
been considering what ought to be done with 
them. I am satisfied, from the of this 
House heretofore, that it will be impossible fo: 
us to do anything with the census returns, that 
the Legislature of my State can avail itself of durir 
its present session. It } that the 
Legislature of that State—and doubtless the Legi ; 
latures of all the States—should have this infor 
mation. But the Legislature of New York will 
adjourn about the middle of April, and it will be 
impossible for us to reach any business of this 
kind before that time. I would therefore suggest 
that the resolutions should be printed and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole .on the state of 
the Union, which has under consider res 
olution reported from the Committee on Printing 
in relation to the printing of the censu 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I concur in the 
suggestion of the gentleman from New York, and 
l will withdraw my motion, and move th 
resolutions be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; 
tion I call the previous question 


rrestion 


course 


' 
sirabie 


is very dé 


ation the 


and oni 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be now put; and 
being put, Mr. Jones’s molon Was ag reed to 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee L call for the 


regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The recular order of busi- 
ness is the motion to refer the bill granting land 
to Missouri for certain railroads, to the Commit 
tee of the - Whole on the state of the Un on; and 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Bennerr}) is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BENNETT resumed 
menced on a former day, viving notice of an 
amendment which he intended to offer, name y 
that the bill be recommitted to the Committee on 
Public Lands, with instructions to report a bill, 


tne remarks 


‘ 









670 


a substitute therefor, making grants of ‘lands on 
some equal and just principles of apportionment, 
and to a proper amount, to all the States, to aid in 
the construction of railroads therein. He argued 
in favor of the proposition, and against diserimin- 
ation in favor of the new States to the exclusion 
of the old. All should share alike, the lands being 
public property; and he pressed his amendment 
on the ground of dealing fairly with regard to the 
riglits of all States, and with a view of terminating 
the partial legislation on the subject of the public 
lands, which ts urged from Congress to Congress, 
and which will be continued, @ecording to the 
present practice, as long as there shall be an acre 
to grant. This was a kind of grab-game, where 
the noisy and clamorous get an undue share of 
the public domain. He did not believe in a paft- 
nership where all bear a portion of the burdens, 
but where all do not share in the benefits. 

{Mr. B.’s speech will be found in the Appen- 
dix.] 

Mr. BENNETT having concluded— 

Mr. STANLY said this matter has been before 
the House for some three weeks, and has been 
discussed long enough to enable every member to 
make up his opinion. It stops the way of all 
other reports—all other business of the House; 
and in order to bring the House to some action I 
move the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I appeal to the 
honorable gentleman from North Carolina to with- 
draw his call for the previous question. There 
have been grave charges during the progress of this 
discussion presented against the Western States 
generally, and against Ohio particularly. I would 
like to have an opportunity of making some reply. 
If the gentleman will withdraw the call I will re- 
new it. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman can take an- 
other time for the purpose of defending the interests 
and honor of his State. 

The question was then put, ‘* Shall the call for 
the previous question be seconded?’’ and upon a 
division there were—ayes 66, noes 67. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers 
on the second, which were ordered; and Messrs. 
Jones and CHANDLER were appointed. 

The question was again put, and the tellers re- 
ported that there were ayes 73, noes 69—=so there 
was a second; and the main question was then 
ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, to which proposition the 
following amendment is dapumnd 
read for information: 


‘* With instructions to report a bill as a substitute there- 


for, making a grant of land upon some equal and just prin- 
ciple of apportionment, and to a proper amount to all the 
States, to aid in the construction of railroads therein.”’ 


Mr. KING, of New York, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not 
expired, by some seven or eight minutes, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The previous question 
would keep this question alive. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question being 
sustained, it will bring the House first to a vote 
upon the amendment to instruct the committee, 
and then upon the proposition to refer the bill to 
the committee, with or without instructions. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 
yeas 70, nays 96—as follow: 


Y EAS—Messrs. William Appleton, Ashe, Barrere, Bart- 
lett, Beale, Bell, Bennett, John H. Boyd, Breckenridge, 
Briggs, Brooks, Chapman, Churchwell, Cleveland, Cling 
man, Curtis, George T. Davis, Dockery, Duncan, Ewing, 
Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gentry, Goodenow, 
Grey, Hammond, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Horsford, 
John W. Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, Andrew Jolinson, James 
Johnson, George G. King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Letcher, H. Mar 
shall, McLavahan, McMullin, Meacham, Morehead, Mor- 
rison, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Perkins, Riddie, Sackett, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Skelton, Smart, 
Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stone, Taylor, 
Benjamin Thompson, Thurston, Venable, Ward, Wash 
burn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, and Addison White—70. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Av- 
erett, Babcock, Bissell, Bragg, Brenton, Albert G. Brown, 
Buell, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph Cable, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Clark, 
Cobh, Conger, Cottman, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Disney, Doty, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Fanik 
ner, Ficklin, Fiteh, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller. Gay 
lord, Giddings, Grow, Hall, Harper, Isham G. Harris, 


Has the morning 


Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, | 
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The pending motion is to | 


» Which will be | 


OBE. 


1} 


Howard, Jackson, Jenkins, John Johnson, Robert W. John- || 


son, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, | 
Landry, Lockhart, Mace, Edward C. Marshall, McNair, | 
McQueen, Miller, Molony, John Moore, Murray, Nabers, 
Newton, Olds, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, 
Penniman, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Rantoul, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robie, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Smith, Snow, | 
Benjamin Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Strother, Stuart, 
Sutherland, George W. Thompson, ‘Townshend, Wallace, | 
A. White, Wilcox, Wgldrick, Woodward, and Y ates—96. 


So the instructions were not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon referring the 
bill and pending amendments to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KING, of New York. 
ordered. 


| a division—ayes 85; noes not count 


They have been | 


The SPEAKER, Only upon the instructions. || 


The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

M:. JONES. The motion is to refer the bill 
with the pending amendments, and to print. 

The SPEAKER. 
to print, in the recollection of the Chair. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
this bill has ever been in Committee of the Whole 
or notre 


The SPEAKER. It has not. 


There was no motion made 


I desire to know whether | 


The question was then taken, and there were— | 


yeas 97, nays 77—as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allison, William 
Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Babeock, Bartlett, Beale, Ben- 
nett, Breckenridge, Buell, Cartter, Caskie, Chandler, Chap- 
man, Churchwell, Clingman, Cottman, Curtis, Daniel, G. 


T. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dockery, Duncan, Ewing, Faulk- | 


ner, 
Fuller, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Grey, Grow, Isham G. 


Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. | 


Harris, Llart, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hibbard, Horstord, | 
John W. Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew | 


Johnson, James Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 


Jones, G. G. King, Preston King, Kurtz, Letcher, Mason, ||, 
|, o’clock to-morrow. 


MecLanahan, MeMulliny McNair, McQueen, Meacham, 
Morehead, Murray, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. 
Parker, Peaslee, Perkins, Powell, Robie, Sackett, Savage, 


Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, David L. Sey- | 
mour, Skelton, Smith, Snow, Abraham P. Stevens, Alex- | 
ander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stone, Stratton, | 


Sutherland, Benj. ‘Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Wash- 
burn, Watkins, Wells, Addison White, Alexander White, 
Wildrick, and Woodward—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Barrere, Bell, Bissell, 


__ Mareh 3, 


with a variety of arguments in support of * 
views. sisal be fea fs 
Mr. D’s speech will be found i 
Mie D. having concluded— — Appendis, 
Mr. BRECKENRIDGE next obtaj 
A motion was made that the com» 
The question was taken, and the 


ned the flog» 
VIttee rige 
re Were 


: ed. 
Thecommitfee rose accordingly, and the... 


having resumed the chair, the chairman of io 
mittee reported that the Committee of the wae 
on the state of the Union had had the p,." 
generally under consideration, and particularly. 
special order, being House bill No. 7, to joo the 
agriculture, and for other purposes, and had urge 
to no conclusion thereon. “Ome 


’ Upon 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. A bill has | 
returned to the House to-day from the Senat 
which agreat many of the members of this } 
and the country, feel a very deep interest 
the bill entitled “An act to make land warryy: 
assignable, and for other purposes.”” The Son. . 
have returned it here, non-concurring with all the 
amendments of the House. I ask that the }; 
may be taken up, that the House may insis; wis 
their amendments, and ask for a committee of ¢», 
ference. ; 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a privileged questiny 
1 move to reconsider the vote by which the Mis. 
souri land bill was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and to \yy 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

A motion was made to adjourn, and the ques. 
tion being taken, agreed to—ayes 72, noes 57. 


~ 


The House then adjourned to meet at twely 


a 
e, a 
House, 


Tris 
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PETITIONS, &c., 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presente 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committess 
By Mr. McNAIR: The petition of John McKeever and 


| 27 others, asking for a modification of the tariff on iron 


Also, the petition of O. Chinchman and others, asking an 


|| appropriation for the Delaware breakwater and piers, ceded 


Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Busby, | 


E. C, Cabell, Thompson Campbell, Clark, Cobb, Conger, 
John G. Davis, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, 
Evans, Ficklin, Fitch, 

Green, Hall, Harper, 8. 
Henn, John Johnson, R. W. Johnson, J. G. Jones, Kuhns, 
Landry, Lockhart, Mace, Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, McDonald, Miller, Molony, John Moore, Nabers, 
Newton, Olds, Orr, Penn, Penniman, Phelps, Porter, Ran- 
toul, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Scurry, Smart, Stanly, 


Behjamin Stanton, Strother, Stuart, Taylor, Thurston, | 


Townshend, Welch, Wilcox, and Yates—77. 


So the bill and amendments were referred to the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
HOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 


* Mr. BRECKINRIDGE moved that the House || 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on | 
| the state of the Union, to consider the special order. 


The question was taken, and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. 
fore the committee is the special order, being House 
bill No. 7, ‘*to encourage agriculture, commerce, 
manufactures, and all other branches of industry, 


by granting to every man who is the head of a | 


Freeman, Gaylord, Goodenow, | 
W. Harris, Haws, Hendricks, | 


The business in order be- | 





family and a citizen of the United States, a home- | 


stead of one hundred and sixty acres of land, out 


of the public domain, upon condition of eee 


and cultivation of the same for the period 
specified,’’ and upon this question the chairman 
of the Committee on Agriculture, [Mr. MeMut- 
Lin,| who reported the bill, is entitled to the floor. 


. | 
rerein 


Mr. McMu uw not being present'‘to claim the || 


floor, it was assigned to— 


Mr. DAWSON, who expressed himself in favor | 
of the bill and its provisions generally, because he | 
considered it the inherent right of every citizen to | 
obtain a grant of land without charge, and upon | 


the principle that Governments would be more 


from the sale of public lands; and contended that, 
by the encouragement of the settlement of a coun- 


just and pure, if they possessed no revenue derived | 


try, its resources are more extensively developed. | 
He referred to statistical dates to show that the | 
revenues of a State should be derived from other | 


sources than the sale of public lands, and fead 
from authorities to prove that Congress has a right 
to dispose of them as it pleases; and ¢onclu 


} 


j 
| 

1} 
ii 


to the United States, on the Delaware river. 
Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania ip 
relation to the recent suit between the State of Pennsy- 


| vania and the Wheeling bridge. 


By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of James McLean, Ba- 
roth Eggleston, and John A. Hays, late assistant marshals 
for Ross county, Ohio, praying an increase of compensa 
tion. 

Also, Joint resolutions of the Legislature of the State 


| of Ohio, relative to the construction of a new canal on the 
| Indiana side of the Falls of the Ohio river. 


By Mr. LANDRY: The memorial of Logan Hunton, of 


New Orleans, praying compensation for services rendered 


as district attorney for the district of Louisiana. 
Also, the memorial of James W. Zacharie, of New Or- 


| leans, in relation to his claim on Mexico, assumed by the 


United States under the 8th and 9th articles of the treaty 
dated Guadalupe Hidalgo, February 2d, 1848. 

Also, the memorial of Thomas Powell, by his assignee, 
the New Orleans Canal and Banking Company, in relation 
to Mexican indemnities. s 

Also, the memorial of Malcolm Sandman & Co., of New 
Orleans, in relation to Mexican indemnities. 

Also, the memorial of Edmund J. Forstall, of New Or 
leans, in relation te Mexican indemnities. 

Also, the memorial of James W. Zacharie, assignee of 
Asmus C. Bredall, a naturalized citizen of the United 
States, and resident of New Orleans, in the State of Lou- 
siana, in relation to Mexican indemnities. 

By Mr. KUHNS: The memorial of citizens of Wes 


' moreland county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against We 
| passage of any act of Cengress legalizing or sanctioning !it 


Woodworth patent. 

By Mr. MACE: The memorial of J. H. Barnes and & 
others, citizens of Lockport, Carrol} county, Indiana, pr) 
ing for the passage of alaw preventing all public officers aud 
agents, in the employ of the United States, from transacting 
public business on the Sabbath or Lord’s Day. 

By Mr. FITCH: The memorial of John Millikan, assist 
ant marshal of Laporte county, Indiana, asking additional 
compensation for services in taking the census. 

By Mr. INGERSOLL: The remonstrance of Isaac Jué- 
son and others, citizens of New Haven, Connecticil, 
against the extension of the Woodworth patent. ; 

Also, the petition of certain citizens of New Haven, (or 
necticut, asking that the memorial of Henry Grinne i}, of 
New York, in relation to an Arctie expedition, may & 
granted. ¢ 

By Mr. PARKER, of Indiana: The petition of Alexan 
der B. Poston, praying that the bounty land and mone) due 
his father, Richard Poston, and his two uncles, Elias ae 
Jeremiah Poston, for services rendered in the campaign 
General George Rogers Clarke, for the reduction of & 
em of Vincennes and Kaskaskias, be granted iheir \eg* 

eirs. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia: The remonstrance 
of a number of citizens of Brooke county, Virgin, ans 
letter of Mr. Clark Hanes, against the renewal of the pate 
of the Woodworth planing machine. ‘ 

Also, the remonstrance of citizens of Franklin om 
Pennsylvania, against the renewal of the patent o! Parker 
reaetion water-wheels. 
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a letter of Mr. N. Wells, acitizen of Brooke county, 
Also, on the inequality and injustice of the fees of in 
Vie on of steamboats. : 

p,q fetter of Mr. B. Duffield, on the causes and means 
vevention of steam-boiler explosions. 
, the petition of John Giffen and other citizens of 
Ais ‘ounty, Virginia, praying that the sanctity of the 
‘tan Sabbath or Lord’s Day, shall not be required of 
rest rsons in the employment of the Government 
letter and accompanying draft from John W. Gill, 
the improvement of the harbor of Ottowa 


reve 


~ertain pe 
7 Aisa, a 
» relation to 
1 ak papers of Thomas Beall were withdrawn, and 
ved to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
refe . JOHN W. HOWE: The petition of William R. 
' By yand others, citizens of Lawrence county, Pennsyl- 
_ remonstrating against a renewal of Woodworth’s 
yauia, 


natent. ‘ » sad 
wi ». the petition of James F. Agnew and others, citizens 


Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pro- 
Dwr the transportation of the mails on the Sabbath. , 

” Bs Mr. DUNCAN : The petition of Dudley F. Holt, for 
pinvalid pension. . . : 4 

\Jso, the petition of Alfred Kettridge and others, for an 
appropriation to remove obstructions and place buoys in 
Sperrimack river, Massachusetts. . ‘ 

\Jso, the petition of William D. 8S. Chase and others, for 
oe Mf. CHANDLER: The memorial of Bowen & 
Browns, G- Ww. McHenry & Co., H. & A. Cope & Co., 
snd 9 mercantile firms in Philadelphia, asking Congress 
to extend additional aid to Collins’s line of ocean steamers. 

\[so, five memorials, signed by more than 200 citizens 
of Philadelphia, asking for a renewal of the patent for 
Woodworth’s planing machine. ‘ 

By Me. DAVIS, of Indiana: The memorial of William 
H. Gifford and EB. Bowling, of Indiana, for additional com- 
pensation in taking the Seventh Census. , 

By Mr. BUELL: Two remonstrances from 300 citizens 
of Herkimer county, New York, against the renewal of 
the Woodworth patent. . 

By Mr. WASHBURN: The memorial of Abner Star- 
ret, 8. W. Hoskins, and James Sanders, praying additional 
compensation for taking the Seventh Census. 

3y Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts: The petition of Lucius 
Blair and others, citizens of Massachusetts, that the sys- 
tem of military superintendency in the National Armories 
be abolished. 

By Mr. HENN: The memorial of P. C. Tiffany and 67 
others, citizens of Lowa, asking a grant of lands to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from Burlington to the Mis- 
souri river. 

\lso, the proceedings of a State Railroad Convention, 
held at Fairfield, lowa, on the Lith day of February, 1852. 

{lso, the proceedings of Massachusetts Railroad Con- 


vention, held at Ottumwa, Lowa, on the 13th day of Feb- 


ruary, 1852. 

Also, the proceedings of a railroad meeting, held at Iowa 
City on the 6th day of February, 1852. 

Also, the proceedings of a railroad meeting of the citi- 
zens of Davis and Appanoose counties, held at Bloomfield, 
lowa, on the 29th day of January, 1852. 

Also, the proceedings of a railroad meeting of the citi- 
zens of Lucas county, held at Chariton, luwa, on the 5th 
day of February, 1852. 

By Mr. GREEN: The memorials in relation to the im- 
provement of the mouth of Sandusky river, in the San- 
dusky bay, and the improvement of the harbor of Port 
Clinton, on Lake Erie. 

Also, sundry memorials and petitions for the improve- 
ment of the Maumee river, Ohio. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: The petition of 306 citizens of the 
port of Oswego, New York, for a marine hospital at 
Oswego. 


Also, the remonstrance of citizens of Oswego county, | 


New York, against any renewal or extension of the Wood- 
worth patent. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 4, 1852. 
The House met ‘at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 


GRANT OF LAND TO MISSOURI. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
isthe motion made by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Grow,] to lay upon the table the 
moon to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
making a donation of the public lands to aid in the 
construction of certain railroads in Missouri was 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Prayer 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I rise to.a priv- 
ueged question. I find myself recorded as having 
voted in the negative upon the motion to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

non the bill granting land to Missouri. I voted 
in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal will be cor- 
rected accordingly. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I voted, on yesterday, 
in favor of thé reference of the Missouri land bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

hion. My intention was to have voted in the 
hegative. I tried, but failed, to attract the attention 


announced, that I might have my vote changed. 
| | desire now to have it changed. 


The SPEAKER. 


That change cannot be made 


| upon the Journal except by unanimous consent. 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 


give unanimous consent. 


I hope the House will 
The result will not be 


| affected by it. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I 
that it can be done. 
gentleman should have voted the other way; but, 
sir, the thing suggested has never been done with- 
in my knowledge. 
Journal, the case then would be different. 

The SPEAKER. 
the gentleman from Alabama, that, under the rule, 
it is competent to make a correction ef the Jour- 
nal, but that an alteration cannot be made unless 
by unanimous consent. 
his service, does not recollect an instance of the 


do not think 
[ am very willing that the 


If it was a mistake upon the 


The Chair begs to say to 


The Chair, throughout 


| sort. . 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 


I will state that I rose 


before the vote was announced, and endeavored to 
draw the attention of the Chair that I might cor- 
‘tect my mistake, but failed. 
to several gentlemen around me before the result 
was announced by the Chair. 
and [ do not wish to have the Journal altered, but 
my mistake corrected. 


I mentioned the fact 


These are the facts, 


Mr. JONES withdrew his objection. 
The SPEAKER. There now being no objec- 


tion, the change will be made as suggested by the 
gentleman. 


Mr. SIBLEY. 


I ask the unanimous consent of 


the House te introduce a bill, of which notice has 


| been given, merely for the purpose of reference. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


The SPEAKER. There is. The Chair has 


stated it. 


Mr. JONES. Then it is not in order, I think, 


| to make any sort of motion. 


Mr. GROW. I withdraw my privileged mo- 


tion. 


Mr. SIBLEY. 


I again ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House for the introduction of a bill for 
reference. 


Mr. WARD. I rise toa privileged question. I | 


renew the motion to reconsider the vote of yester- 


| day by which the bill granting lands to Missouri | 


Mr. HEBARD. 


cannot make the privileged motion. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. 
Mr. SIBLEY, by unanimous consent of the 


House, introduced a biil, of which previous notice 
had been given, entitled ** A bill to amend certain 
acts for the establishment of territorial govern- 


| ments in Oregon and Minnesota;”’ which was read 


| leged question. 


a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 


GRANT OF LAND TO MISSOURI. 
Mr. DEAN obtained the floor. 
Mr. WHITE, of Alabama. I rise to a privi- 


I move a reconsideration of the 


| vote by which the bill granting lands to Missouri 


was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


Mr. FOWLER. Did the gentleman vote in 


the affirmative? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair presumes the 


gentleman voted in the affirmative. 


Mr. WHITE. I voted in the affirmative. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair inquires of the 


gentleman from New York his object in obtaining 
the floor, for it may be that he cannot be deprived 
of his right to it by the gentleman from Alabama?’ 


Mr. DEAN. 


My object was to move the re- 


consideration of the vote by which the Missouri 
land bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and to move 
that the motion to reconsider do lie upon the table. 


the & ion || | understood the Chair to state that | was entitled 
tie Speaker at the time the result was being || to the floor. 


was referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union. 
I wish to inquire whether the | 
| gentleman voted in the affirmative? 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Is there not a || 
| privileged question pending as the unfinished busi- 
ness ? 


Mr. WARD. I did not vote at all. I was out | 
when my name was called. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Then he | 


gentleman could not move to reconsider a vote in | 
which he had no voice at all. 


of the case. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the facts 


The gentleman from New York rose 
to address the Chair, and was recogmzed. 
diately following, the gentleman from Alabama 


Imme- 


[Mt. Wurre) rose to a privileged question, and 
moved the reconsideration of the vote by which 
the Missouri land bill was referred to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the 
The gentleman from New York now states that ut 


was his object 


to make that motion, 


state of 


the Union. 


The Chai 


thinks the gentleman could not be deprived of his 
right to the floor, under the circumstances, by the 
rentleman fromeAlabama. 


Mr. FOWL 


ER. 


1 do not unders 


tand the gen- 


tleman from Alabama as moving to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table, and | think, there- 
fore, that the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Dean] has precedence, as he had first risen, and 
now states that that was his object. 


Mr. GENT 


RY. 


Is not the gentle 


man from Al- 


abama entitled to the floor upon his motion? 


The SPEAKER. He is 


not en 


utled to it in 


preference to the gentleman from New York. 


Mr. DEAN. 


| move that the vote by which 


the bill granting lands to Missouri was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be reconsidered, and that that motion do 
lie upon the table. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
make an inquiry. 


The SPEAKER. 


It cannot. 


I wish to 


Can the motion be divided ? 
You will divide 


it if you refuse to lay the motion upon the table, 
and in no other form. 


Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana. 


Has the gentle- 


man a right to maketwo privileged motions at one 


time? 


The SPEAKER. 


He has. 


uniform practice of the body. 
‘The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 68—as follow: 
Y EAS— Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Andrews, Ashe, Averett, 
Babcock, Thomas H. Bayly. Bartlett, Beale, Bennett, John 
H. Boyd, Breckenridge, Buell, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Chap 
man, Chastain, Churchwell, Cleveland, Clingman, Daniel, 
Dawson, Dean, Duncan, Edmundson, Faulkner, Florence, 


Floyd, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. 


That has been the 


D. Fuller, 


Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, Grey, Grow, Isham G. Hartis, 


Hart, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, 
W. Howe, Thomas Y. 


Hibbard, 
How, Ingersoll, 


Horstord, John 
ves, Jackson, 


Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Jas. Johnson, Danie! T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, J. Glanecy Jones, George G. King, Pres 
ton King, Letcher, Mason, McLanahan, McMullin, Me 


Nair, McQueen, Meacham, Morehead, Morrison, Murray, 
Parker, Samuel W. Parker, 
Robie, Ross, Sackett, 


Newton, Outlaw, 
Peaslee, Perkins, Powell, Robbins, 


Andrew 


Schermerhorn, Schooleratt, Schoonmaker, David L. Sey 


mour, Skelton, 


Snow, Frederick P 


Addison White, and Wildrick —100, 


NAYS—Messrs. 


Abercromime, Willis 


Bell, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Busby, FE 


ell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell. Chandler, 
Clark, Cobb, Conger, Cottman, George T. Davis, John G. 
Davis, Doty, Eastman, Edgerton, Ewing, Ficklin, Fiteh, 
Hall, Harper, 
Sampson W. Harris, Haws, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, 
Howard, Jobn Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Kulbns, Kurtz, 
Landry, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Miller, Molony, John 
Moore, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Penn, Penniman, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Rantoul, Richardson, Riddle, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin 
Stanton, Strother, Stuart, Taylor, Townshend, Ward, Alex- 


Freeman, 


Gentry, 


Goodenow, 


Gorman, 


Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stone, 
Stratton, Sutherland, George W. Thompson, Thurston, 
Venable, Wallace, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, 


Allen, 
Carrington Cab 


auder White, Wilcox, Williams, and Vates—68. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 


table. 


MEMPHIS NAVY-YARD. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, by the unani- 
mous consent of the House, introduced the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, 
praying additional appropriations for the navy- 
yard at Memphis, in that State; which was read, 


and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. OLDS called for the regular order of busi- 


ness. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Mr. OLDS. 


mittees. 


Mr. STEP 


non-intervention. 
ten days, and ha 


them. 


I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Let us have reports from com- 


NON-INTERVENTION. 


HENS, of Georgia. 


I ask the gen- 
tleman from Alabama to allow me, before he 
presses his motion, to present the joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Georgia upon the subject of 
I have had them for eight or 
ve not yet been enabled to present 
> 


Barrere, 
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Mr. HOUSTON. As it seems to be the general 
wish that the morning hour should be consumed 
in calling for reports from the committees, | with- 
draw my motion. I intend, however, if I get the 
floor, to repeat the motion morning afier morning, 
until I can get up the deficiency bill. 

Mr.STEPHENS. I present the following joint 
resolutions from the Legislature of- Georgia, ask 
that they be read, laid upon the table, and printed: 


In House or RepResentatives. 

It has been the policy of the American Government from 
its earliest existence, to maintain friendly relations with all, 
but entangling alliances with none. Oyr true mission is 
not to propagate our opinions or impose upon other coun 
tries our form of government, by artifice or force, but to 
show by our sut¢cese, moderation, and justice, the blessings 
of self-government and the advantages of free institutions. 
Let every people choose for themselves, and make and alter 
their political institutions to suit their own condition and 
circumstances. In proclaiming and adhering to the doc 
trines of neutrality and non-intervention, the United States 
have not followed the lead of other civilized nations, but 
have taken the lead and been followed by others. These 
great principles proclaimed in the days of Washington and 
Jefferson, are the great American principles upon which 
our Government has ever stood. ‘The fame and distinction 
to which we have attained as a people, the great blessings 
whith we have dispensed tothe world in affording an asy 
jum for the oppressed every where, forbid that we should for 
a moment cherish the idea of abandoning these principles. 
We sympathize with the oppressed, we tender them ahome; 
but never will we join with the ambitious or the revengetul 
in & crusade against other nations, whatever may be their 
domestic policy.. A departure from this safe and correct 
rule would involve our Government in endless disputes and 
endless wars, the result of which the wisest statesmanship 
cannot foresee. Our policy should be to observe good faith 
and justice towards all nations, cultivate peace and har 
mony With all. Against the insidious wiles of foreign in 
fluence, the jealousy ofa free people ought to be constantly 
awake, since history and experience prove that foreign in 
fluence is one of the most baneful foes of a republican gov 
ernment. Inextending our commercial relations we should 
have as little political connection as possible with foreign 
nations. Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of 
any partof Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in 
the toils of European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, 
or caprice? 

Resolved ty the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Georgia in Generul Assembly met, That his 
Excellency the Governor be requested to torward the fore 
going declaration of principles to our Senators and Repre 
sentatives in the Congress of the United States, with the 
request that they may be laid before their respective Houses, 
as the opinion of the people of Georgia as to the policy ot 
our Governinent, and that a copy be sent also to the Presi 
dent of the United States. 

Agreed to January 9, 1852: 

JAMES A. MERIWETHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
THADDEUS STURGIS, 
Olerk of the House of Representatives. 

Concurred in January 2), 1852: 

ANDREW J. MILLER, 
President of the Senate 
GLENN, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

Assented to January 22, [852: 

HOWELL COBB, Governor 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Ggeorata, } 
MILLEDGEVILLE, February 13, 1852. 

I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the original 

on file in this office. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the Executiv 
} Department at the capitol in Milledgeville. 
e4 ARTHUR HOOD, 
Secretary Executive Department 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the pre- 
vious question on the motion to print. 

M r. HIBBA RD. A re these resolutions before 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. They are before the House 
by unanimous consent. 

‘Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I do not desire to 
interfere with the destination the gentleman from 
Georgia proposes to give those resolutions, but | 
sa suggest that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
need of any reference. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to lay the resolutions upon the table, and agreed 
to. 

The SPEAKER. Upon the question to print, 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] moves 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, and under the operation 
thereof, the resolutions were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ORR. I call for the regular order of busi- 
ness, and shall object to anything else. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. HALL, it was ; 

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis 


LUTHER J. 


There is 


ho : 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jacob Kerr, and that the same be laid upon the table. 


2 a nmmeeroeeae n ee | ae 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of | tion of the ee lays the scene of 
t 


Mr. HALL, from the same committee, report- | 
ed back, with an amendment, House bill No. 119, || 
granting to the States of Ohio, Indiana, and IIli- || 
nois, the right of way and a portion of the public 
lands to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Toledo, Ohio, via Delhi to Lafayette, in Indiana, 
to Springfield, in Lllinois; which was read, com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALL, from the same committee, report- 
ed back House bill ** granting to the Stgtes of Illi- 
nuis and Indiana lands to aid in the construction 
of railroads therein;’’ which was read a first and 
second time»by its title. 

The question now being upon its engrossment, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky said: I tres- 
pass upon the attention of the House with great re- 
luctance now, and shall therefore only ask 1s atten- 
tion for afew moments. I feel a deep solicitude 
for the passage of this bill. It is the same that 
passed the Senate in the last Congress, and was 


lost in the unfinished business before this House. ® 


lt proposes to grant alternate sections of the public 
lands to the States of Indiana and Illinois, for the 
purpose of assisting the construction of a railroad 
from New Albany, in the State of Indiana, via 
Mount Carmel on the Wabash, to Alton and St. 
Louis. ‘he State Legislatures of Indiana and | 
Illinois several years since chartered a company 
to construct that road, and about $300,000 have || 
been expended upon the work. There are no lands 
embraced by this bill that have not been exposed | 
to market by the United States for the last forty- 
five years. ‘he donation must be preciously small 
at best, and the gentlemen who are so tenacious of | 
the public lands may be quieted by my declara- 
tion that this bill cannot commit robbery of the 
public domain to any considerable extent, either 
as to quantity or value! ‘The principle of this bill 
has been so often applied in other cases, that I am 
relieved from any argument upon the competency 
of Congress to admit it asa propercase. ‘To show 
that this case is a proper one, I remark that the 
work to which the donation will be applied is 
essentially national. It is the enh wand which | 
will continue, westward, lines of railways from 
the North, South, and East, and which unite at 
the Falls of the Ohio. 
nah, Charleston, and Mobile, alike will find their 
northern termini at Louisville. They will con- 
nect there with roads extending to Chicago in the | 
Northwest, and Sanflusky on Lake Erie, while 
the link which shall unite, on the one or other side 
of the Ohio, the cities of Cincinnatiand Louisville | 


will bring to the Falls of the Ohio the travel by | 


that great net work of railroads extending North 
and Kast, which terminates at the city of Cincin- | 
nati. This road traverses two States, uniting still 
two other States, and offering its line of travel for 


, the productions and business of at least a dozen 
It will be useful to Georgia, South || 


more States. 
Carolina, and Alabama, because it connects them 
directly with the hemp-growing regions of Mis- | 
souri and Ijlinois, and opens, by the only line 
which they can ever enjoy, a participancy in the 
trade of the valley of the Missouri river. It will 
be useful to New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore, because it forms an extension, by the 
most practicable Southern route, of those great 


‘ . . - | 
lines by which the enterprise of capital has con- | 


nected each with the fair rezions of the West. It 
will be of eminent utility to the West itself. * Be- 
sides bringing into notice regions which are now | 
excluded to all markets, it will, by an artificial 
construction two hundred and forty-eight miles in 
length across the delta of the Ohioand Mississippi, 
at once overcome five hundred and fifty miles of 
precarious and frequently dangerous navigation. 
t will enable the traveler to pass from St. Louis 
to Louisville in a day, when now he toils over the 
distance consuming always three and sometimes 
six days of time. It will expedite postal com- 
munications with the Northwestern States in a 
corresponding ratio. There is no part of the Mis- 
sissippl river navigation so dangerous, or upon 
which such interruptions to commerce occur, as 
that part lying between St. Louis and Cairo. You 
may examine the long calendar of accidents which, 
through past years, has attracted so little attention | 
from our Government, yet has subjected the: 
western commerce to such fatal loss, and you will 
ascertain that much more than a proper propor- 


| do not seek to conceal that I regard it wi 


|| mercial interests of my own particula 


' ters of the White river in Indiana, aud the y 
uplands and prairies of Illinois. 
| capital will be invested, unless some stiinulay 


| The ridge lands to which I have alluded may be 
‘ rich—I presume they are—but Western genile. 


| them from the public proprietorship. 


The railroads from Savan- || 
| case of the Missouri railroad. 


| voting 
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distance which this road will avoid, or Sere it 
entirely. I say, therefore, this work ore... 
strong claims to your favor from its ne 
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tonality, | 
th especial 
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interest, because it connects directly wit 


It traverses the rich coal-fields of Illinois, and y 
afford sites for manufactures which are ave a 
less. It brings to our doors extensive and tick 
valleys which now we cannot, without crea: dig. 
culty, penetrate. Yet, sir, what I ask for hee 
terprise is now of no value to you, and, wile: 
enterprise shall succeed, will continue valuelens 1, 
the Government. This is not a scheme M 
Speaker, to run a railroad through a wilderness 
and to precede population by an expenditure »: 
public funds for the construction of a road, 7), 
whole country is an old settled country, Ty 
point at which it crosses the Wabash Was th. 
theater of the earliest western military adventyre 
and in the vicinity of the earliest French settle. 
ments of that quarter of the Confederacy, T s 
line of this road follows the ridge dividing tj 


1@ Wa 


of the Ohio, and crossing the valley of the Wo. 
bash at the mouth of White river, traverses the 
The lands Rae 
been so long exposed at the land offices for py. 
vate entry, that little remains upon which privaie, 


shall be afforded—some inducement whereby lapoe 
and new advantages may be offered to the settle 


men know that Government can never dispose of 
them unless some contrivance like this shal! pass 
Then they 
will be valuable, and will soon be taken up. tis 
only **unconsidered trifles ’’ which I ask you, 

confer by this grant, and the donation brings, 
Government the advantage of closing out definitely 

and forever its claims upon the public domain” 
where expenditures must far exceed receipts, 


3 I 
I shall not consume more time by enlarging 


| upon considerations suggested by the presentation 


of this subject. I have briefly attempted to show 


| to gentlemen from the large States and from the 


distant States, that this case forms a just exceptio 
to the rule which they seem to have adopted in the 
I shall not argue 
the general question of the national policy con- 
nected with the public domain. I wanta particu- 
lar grant—an inconsiderable donation—and I want 
to avoid, if possible, being drifted with my small 
vessel into the general whirlpool, in which they 
are being carried who are freighted with heavier 
cargoes. Mine, sir, is no magnificent scheme, 
and I hope it will not be consigned ** to the tom! 
of the Capulets ’’ by being, sent after the bill of 
my friend from Missouri; for in that straggle 
which will come hereafter for.precedence in getting 
out of the committee, my bill will stand no chance, 
for no great sections are engaged, by the amount 
it will bestow, to answer for its safety. 

If any gentleman desires to address the House 


| on this bill, I will yield the floor, but if no one 
| has a wish to speak to this bill, [ should like | 


have a vote upon its engrossment for a third 


| reading, and for that purpose I shall move the 


previous question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I understand the 
reason which operates upon many gentlemen In 
against these grants of land to the new 
States. It is, that the effect of it will be — 
large bodies of these wild lands into the hands ot 
speculators, and prevent the settlement of the 
country. Now, inacountry where the lands have 
been in market for forty-five years, and the cou! 


‘try is thoroughly settled, and where there ar 
nothing but second and third-rate lands and no 


possibility of settlement, it seems to me that there 


‘is no danger that these lands could be transferred 


in bodies to speculators. Although my own Stale 


_ is not specially interested in this work, excep! 


a connecting link in those great roads passing from 
St. Louis to Cincinnati, still lam anxious that 
this bill should pass. I desire to submit but ¢ 
single remark, to show that this bill could not be 
subject to the paramount objection that prevai’s 
regard to many others, and with the hope that the 
House may give it their favorable consideration. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 


bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 0° 
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